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nlarged the city. s Javion was extending fast, House rent had risen
::’:n‘:::z:;nmghu ur:vn nmy cases dovible, and in some treble what .il had
been a year or twe before; and, as is generally the case, when a city is zdv?ﬂung in
prosperity, it far exceeded the real increase of wrade, The number of applmu’fov
houses, exceeding the number of houses 1o be let, one bid over another; and affairs
were in such a sitaation, that many people, though they had a wlerable run of busi-
ness, could hardly do more than clear their rents, and were, literally, mdu’nﬁ for their
landlords alone.” Luxury, the usual, and perhaps inevitable concomitant of prosper-
iy, was gaining ground in a manner very alarming to these who considered how far
the virtue, the liberry, and the happiness of a nation depend on its temy and
wober manners.—Men had been, for some time, in the improvident habit of regulat-
ing their exp by prospects formed in sanguine hours, when every probability
was caught at as 4 certainty, not by their actual profite, or income. The number of
coaches, coachees, chairs, etc., lately set up by men in the middle rank of life, is
hardly credible. No1 w enter into a minute detail, let it suffice 1o remark, that ex-
travagance, in various shapes, was gradually eradicating the plain and wholesome
habits of the city. And although it were p prion to pt to scan the d
of heaven, yet few, | believe will pretend 1o deny, thar something was wanting to
humble the price of a city, which was running on in full career, 1o the goal of prodi-
gality and dissipation,

However, from November 1792, to the end of last June, the difficulties of Philadel-
phia were exreme. The establishment of the bank of Pennsylvania, in embryo for the
most part of thar time, had arrested in the two other banks such a quantity of the cir-
culating specie, as embarrassed almost every kind of business; to this was added the
distress arising from the very numerous failures in England, which had extremely ha-
rassed several of our capital merchants. During this period, many men experienced as
grea difficulties as were ever known in this city.”* But the opening, in July, of the
bank of Pennsylvania, conducred on the most 12 and enlarged principl
placed business on its former favourable footing, Every man looked forward to this
fall as likely 1o produce a vast extension of trade, Bur how fleeting are all human
views! How uncertain all plans sounded on carthly appearances! All these flateering
prospects vanished “like the baseless fabric of 2 vision.”

In July, arrived the unfortunate fugitives from Cape Frangois, And on this occasion,
the liberality of Philadelphia was displayed in a most respectable point of light.
Nearly 12,000 dollars were in a few days collected for their reljef Little, alas! did
many of the contributors, then in easy circumstances, imagine, that a few weeks
would leave their wives and children dependent on public charity, as has since
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CHAP. V. General despondency. Deplorable scenes Frightful view of
human nature. A noble and exhilarasing contrast.
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dropped,” as were some of the other papers.—Many were almost incessantly purifying,
scouring, and whitewashing their rooms. Those who ventured abroad, had hand-
kerchiefs or sponges impregnated with vinegar or camphor at cheir noses, or smelling-
bottles with the thieves' vinegar. Others carried picces of rarred rope in their hands or
pockets, or camphor bags tied round their necks. The corpses of the most respectable
citizens, even of those who did not die of the epidemic, were carried to the grave, on
the shafts of a chair, the horse driven by a negro, unattended by a friend or relation, and
without any sort of ceremony. People hastily shifted their course at the sight of a hearse
coming towards them. Many never walked on the foot-path, but went into the middle
of the strees, to avoid being infected in passing by houses wherein people had died. Ac-
quaintances and friends avoided cach other in the streets, and only signified their re-
gard by a cold nod. The old custom of shaking hands fell into such general disuse, that
many shrunk back with affright at even the offer of the hand. A person with a crape, or
any appearance of mourning, was shunned like a viper. . . .

[ . ] Who, without horror, can reflect on a husband, married perhaps for twenty
years, deserting his wife in the last agony—a wife unfeelingly, abandoning her hus-
band on his death bed—parents forsaking their only children—children ungratefully
flying from their parents, and resigning them to chance, often without an enquiry
after their health or safety—masters hurrying off their faithful servants to Bushhill,
even on suspicion of the fever, and that at a time, when, like Tartarus, it was open to
every visitant, but never returned any—servants abandoning tender and humane
masters, who only wanted a little care to restore them to health and usefulness—
who, I 'say, can even now think of these things without horror? Yet they were d
hibited in every quarter of our city; and such was the force of habi,
who were guilty of this cruelty, felt no remorse themselves—nor m
cration from their fellow-citizens, which such conduct wi
other period. Indeed, at this awful crisi
attention of many, that less concern w.
wife, or an only child,
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thar the parties
et with the exe-
ould have excited at any
» so much did selfappear to engross the whole
felt for the loss of a parent, a husband, a
than, on other occasions, would have been caused by the death
of a servant, or even a favourite lap dog.

This kind of conduct produced scenes of distress and misery,

are to be met with, and which nothing could palliate, but the extraordinary public
panic, and the great law of self preservation, the dominion of which extends over the
whole animated world. Many men of affluent fortunes, who have given daily em-
ployment and sustenance to hundreds, have been abandoned to the care of a negro,
after their wives, children, friends, clerks, and servants, had fled away, and left them
to their fate. In many cases, no money could procure proper attendance. With the
poor, the case was, as might be expected, infinitely worse than with the rich. Many of
these have perished, without a human being to hand them a drink of water, to ad-
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| On the 16th, the managers of Bushhill, after persanal inspection.of e san
: ] s there, made report of its situation, which was truly deplorable. It exhibited
Dh.' o f human misery as ever existed, A profligate. abandoned set of nusses and
g (hardly any of good character could ar that time be pracured) riored on
mcndm‘t:qiom and comforts, prepared for the sick, who (unless at the hours when the
:rcrc::)svruemlcd) were left almost entirely drﬂti\l{vF of every assistance. The dying
and dead were indiscriminately mingled together. The ordure and other evacuarions
of the sick, were allowed to remain in the most offensive state imaginable. it w.u‘;n
fact, a great human slaughter house, where numerous victims were umnul.ncid A!s he
altar of riot and intemperance. No wonder, then, r‘h.u a general dread n!ll,‘c ;;lml
prevailed through the city, and that a rcmoygl o it was considered .;.» 1;: <t'h:r
death. In consequence, there were various instance of sick mev‘\, o mf » \;)
rooms, and resisting every attempt to carry them away. At [cng(h.lz\n .pr;‘u'rr-llz‘nm
much afraid of being sent to Bushhill, that they w.ould not ackmm,l ;.: I[ :}:c o né
unil it was no longer possible to conceal it. For it is ©0 be Ubscﬁ“ "ul :, ,L[,;m; o
the contagion was so prevalent, that as soon as any one “*/ ‘-‘, ‘In~ '“'Lk i
spread among the neighbors, and every efforr was “f‘d mr l\uv«r:umr C[”plc .
tied off to Bushhill, to avoid spreading the disorder. The cases of p;\ U,{:L‘ e
in this way to that hospital, though labouring u}nﬁdcr only commo ey
mon fall fevers, were numerous and afflicting. They were not :‘:‘Lk .i\ghhom i
persons, only slightly ill, being sent to Bushhill, by th)cu‘l {.:j.n;lt"\:d
embracing the first opportunity of running back © Philadelphia.
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But, though this may have had some effect, it will not certainly account fm italtogether,
as it is well known that many of the most courageous persons in I’hllade!phia, have
been among its victims. By many of the French, the prevalence of th_c disorder has
been arttributed to the vast quantities of crude and unwholesome fruits broughe to
our markets, and consumed by all classes of people.

When the yellow fever prevailed in South Carolina, the negroes, according to that
accurate observer, Dr. Lining, were wholly free from it. “There is something very sin-
gular in the constitution of the negroes.” says he, “which renders them nor liable to
this fever; for though many of them were as much exposed as the nurses to this in-
fection, yet I never knew one instance of this fever among them, though they are
equally ;ubimn with the white people to the bilious fever”.** The same idea prevailed
for a considerable time in Philadelphia; but it was erroneous. They did not escape the
disorder; however, the number of them that were seized with it, was not great; and,
as I am informed by an eminent doctor, “it yielded to the power of medicine in them
more easily than in the whites.” The error that prevailed on this subject had a very
salutary effect; for, at an early period of the disorder, hardly any white nurses could
be procured; and, had the negroes been equally terrified, the sufferings of the sick,
great as they actually were, would have been exceedingly aggravated. At the period al-
luded to, the elders of the African church met, and offered their services to the
mayor, to procure nurses for the sick, and to assist in burying the dead. Their offers
were accepted; and Absalom Jones and Richard Allen undertook the former depart-
ment, that of furnishing nurses, and William Gray, the latter—the interment of the
dead. The grear demand for nurses, afforded an opportunity for imposition, which

was eagerly seized by some of the vilest of the blacks, They extorted two, three,
and even five dollars a night for attendance,

single dollar. Some of them were even detecte
But it is wrong to cast a censure on the whole for this sort of conduct, as many
people have done. The services of Jones, Allen, and Gray, and others of their colour,
have been very great, and demand public gratitude.

On examining the books of the hospital at Bushhill, ic appears that there were above

fifteen blacks received there, of whom three fourths died. There may have been
more, as the examination was made very cursorily.

four,
which would have been well paid by a
d in plundering the houses of the sick.’
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HAR XVI. Desultory facts and reflexions.—A collection of seraps,
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Al classes of people were highly benefited by the public distress. Caffin-
| e Jarge demand, and in general high prices for their work. Most of the re.
makers hadf{ gshu[ up, those that remained open, had an uncommon demand 2
il stores befmfc business was divided among a few. Those who had carriages to hare
the whole © F[ milies to the country, received whatever they pleased to demand. The
(o transport [ es at from three, to twenty miles from the city, who chose to renr the
holders of housof them, had high rents. The two notaries, who protested for the
whole or Pfa:d highly by the absence of the merchants and traders,
banks, -l;-ioel::ffect of fear in predisposing the body for the yellow fever and other dis-
oEderl ar:d increasing their malignance, when taken, is well knowa.
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CHAP. XV1L. Another collection of scraps.
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13. Absalom Jones and Richard Allen, excerpt fron_x A
Narrative of the Proceedings of the Black People, during the
Late Awful Calamity in Piiladelphia, in the Year 1793: And
a Refutation of Some Censures, Thrown upon Them in Some
Late Publications (Philadelphia: Printed for the authors, by
William W. Woodward, 1794).

Absalom Jones (1746-1818) and Richard Allen (1760-1831) were key African Ameri-
can ministers and abolition activists in the early republic and figureheads of Philadel-
Pphids (the nation’s first) free black community in the 1790s. Allen was born into slavery
under a Philadelphia Quaker, then sold to a middling Delaware farmer who allowed
him to attend Methodist meetings where he drew strength from religious Jaith and com-
munity. The antislavery message of these evangelicists also converted Allen’s new master,
and he allowed Allen to purchase his own and bis brother’ freedom in 1780. Jones was
likewise born into slavery in Delaware, moved to Philadelphia with his master at age fif
teen, and after long efforts purchased his freedom in 1784 before becoming a minister.
Both studied at Quaker Anthony Benezet’ (Society of) Friends' Free African School. In
response 2o the St. Georges' Methodist Episcopal Churchs refusal to desegregate prayers, in
1787 they together founded the Free African Society, the first African American mutual
aid society in U.S. history. From this institutional base, each in turn created the new na-
tions first two Afvican American churches: Allen’s Bethel African Episcopal Church
(1793) and Jones St. T} homas’ African Episcopal Church (1794).
Jones and Allens leadership in Jounding the earliest Afvican American civie institutions
was linked to public interventions and strategy on the politics of slavery. Both protested
the passage of the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act, which provided a juridical mechaniom Sfor
seizing and resubjugating runaway slaves. When George Washington signed the act into
law in February 1793, Allen and Jones began working with the Pennsylvania Abolition
Society (PAS) to expand the informal Underground Railyoad network that was already
helping runaway slaves elude masters and slave hunters. Their organizational experience
as leaders of the city; free black institutions, as well as their work with PAS members such
as Dr. Benjamin Rush and Faac Hopper, led to the free black communitys initiative in
becoming the first citizen volunteers 1o work as emergency nurses and undertakers during
the 1793 yellow fever epidemic. When the outbreak passed, they were dismayed to see
Mathew Careys widely read Short Account of the Malignant Fever (see the excerpts in
Related Texts) publicize rumors thay some blacks had used theiy Ppositions to extort money
Jor services and steal from the helpless.

I response 1o Careys accusations, Jones and Allen
wrote A Narrative and paid for its publication, despite %

th / S5 73
10 publish the pampbhler. e refusal of many white printers
A Narrative seeks initially to discount the notion that A .
low fever, since that idea negated the dead, at Aficans were immune 1o the ye
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tended 1o garner support for abolition by mobilizing white public opinion against a neg.
ative legal environment recently worsened by the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act and thereby 1o
denormalise slavery in white minds. Jones and Allen (like Brown’s novel) make a point of
emphasizing the sdea that mental predispositions may affect ones health and memorably
dramatise the simuation of whstes who effec tively worried themselves to death during the
epidemic. This emphasis also functions as a politcal allegory, pointing out that the dom.
mant white ¢ tys fear and p 1 as important a factor in the outcome of
black emancipation as the attitudes and behaviors of the black community, As the Span-
wh painter Goya put it in 1798, ‘the sleep of reason produces monsters.”

Second, while Allen and Jones were conducting strategic legal projects and writing a
pamphlet like this one, they were also busy creating an illegal Underground Railvoad nes.
work in collaboration with mainly Quaker whites, such as lraac Hopper and Thomas
Harrison (see the Related Text on Hopper in this volume). Viewed from this perspective, A
Narrative is only superficially a reaction to C warey’s accusations. It is better understood as a
progresive action, a path-breaking instance of antiracist black ministerial civil (dis)obe-

dience that establishes a precedent for later figures such as Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Cornel Wese.,

In Arthur Mervyn, Brown acknowledges Jones and Allen's arguments by dramatizing
the service of free blacks as nurses and undertakers, by implying in the first parts twin
mirror scenes that Mervyn's identity is bound up with that of his black counterparts, and
by having enlightened characters in the fever scenes, such as Medlicote, Fstwick, and
Stevens, insist thar a benevolent and caring disposition in the face of social change and
crists is the best course of action. Mervyn's transformation in the course of the novel from
a naive and easily manipulated Scots-lrish youth to a self-educating, cosmopolitan citizen
cager to embrace the dark-skinned Achsa Fielding enacts the white response that fones
and Allen, and Brown alike, seck 1o achieve.

LE L EE]

IN consequence of a partial representation of the conduct of the people who were
employed 1o nurse the sick, in the lare calamitous state of the city of Philadelphia, we
are solicited, by a number of those who feel themselves injured thereby, and by the
advice of several respectable citizens, to step forward and declare faces as they really
were; secing that from our situation, on account of the charge we took upon us, we
had it more fully and generally in our power, to know and observe the conduct and
behavior of those that were so employed.

Early in Seprember, a solicitation appeared in the Public papers, to the people of
colour to come forward and assist the distressed, perishing, and neglected sick; with
a kind of assurance, that people of our colour were not liable 1o take the infection,
upon which we and a few others met and consulted how 1o act on so truly alarming
and melancholy an occasion, After some conversations, we found a freedom to go
forth, confining in him wheo can preserve in the midst of a burning fiery furnace, sen-
sible that it was our duty 1o do all the good we could to our suffering fellow morrals,
We set out 10 see where we could be useful. The first we visited was a man in Emsley’s
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mbl‘;-' the better to regulate our conduct, we called o the mayor new dag s
In 0: :vifh him how to proceed, 5o as to be most wsefu The frs shiect he secom.
“m': :i was a strict attention o the sick, and the procuring of nures, This way ar
m::lc; ;n by Absalom Jones and William Gray, and, in veder thar dhe R —
e « know where to apply, the mayor advertised the public thar upon application w
might they would be supplied. Soon after, the morality increasing, the difficuiny of
them a corpse taken away, was such, that few were willing w do i, when offesed
gﬂ""rsewardl' The black people were looked 1, We thes offered our servies in the
U‘;:ic papers, by advertising that we would remove the dead and procure suses
g‘ur services were the production of real sensibility;—we sought not fee nor rewasd,
until the increase of the disorder rendered our Iabquf 0 arduous that we were not ad-
equate to the service we had assumed. The mortaliey increasing rapidly, obliged us w
call in the assistance of five” hired men, lindxhe: awful dudmg:n of ymczxm
, with great reluctance, were prevailed upon to join ua. It was very A
ms ximc,gto find any one that would go near, much more, handle,  sick or dead
P;:;:'Eafcy‘ in page 106 of his third edition, bas observed, thar, "ﬁ’;’" """:‘""i
human nature, it ought to be recorded, that some of the somvicts mm gaol, 2 pant
of the term of whose confinement had been remitted as rm[iz’fm :ckn M
orderly behavior, voluntarily offered chemselves as nurses i;\&" e, B e
Hill; and have, in that capaciry, Coﬂd““fd ‘h‘“‘”'m:n m:mmddﬁ
it ought to be remarked, (although Mr. Carey hath not n;wlau( wha, on the ap-
persons, who rendered these essential services, were people m’m they could
plication of the elders of the African church, (who met “’:{”M doing the duty of
do for the help of the sick) were liberated, on cvnd;lw” iy accaprod v do. 3 Y
nurses at the hospital at Bush-Hill; which they a5 v‘l’e“::y " May the Lond mward
did faithfully discharge, this severe lﬂnd disagreeabl ] y j
them, both temporally and spiritually. icians died, and most
When the ’ickl:;’ b);cam: general, and several of the phy

tn
a

Ruseh,
; man, Docsor

the survivors were exhausted by sickness of fwg\l: L?wifwc could both bl
called us more immediately to attend upon the Si¢ and aucord

he told us we could increase our utility. ‘?Y{‘mndmg i with propet mw:
ingly directed us where to procure medicine duly 5;'::@‘, 1o bleed: and ﬂmm,

OW t0 administer them, and at what stages et 1o be done: 10 4pphy
found ourselves incapable of judging what was prope!

BRI L it
e

————
Two of whom were Richard Allen's brodhers.
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and he would, if able, attend them himself, or end Edward Fisher. his pupil, which

he often did; and Mr. Fisher manifested his humanity, by an affectionate attention

for their relief. —This has been no small satisfaction to us; for, we think, that when
the instruments, in the hand of God, for saving the lives of some hundreds of our
suffering fellow mortals.

We feel ourselves sensibly aggrieved by the censorious epithets of many, who did
not render the least assistance in the time of necessity, yet are liberal of their censure
of us, for the prices paid for our services, when no one knew how to make a proposal
to any one they wanted to assist them. At first we made no charge, but let it to those
we served in removing their dead, to give what they thought fit—we set no price,
until the reward was fixed by those we had served. After paying the people we had to
assist us, our compensation is much less than many will believe.

We do assure the public, that @/ the money we have received, for burying, and for
coffins which we ourselves purchased and procured, has not defrayed the expense of
wages which we had to pay to those whom we employed to assist us. The following
statement is accurately made:

CASH RECEIVED.,
The whole amount of Cash we received
for burying the dead, and for burying

beds, is, £233 10 4
CASH PAID.
For coffins, for which we have
received nothing £300
For the hire of five men, 3 of
them 70 days each, and the
other two, 63 days cach,
at 22/6 per day 378 0 0
41100
Debrs due s, for which we expect
but lirtle, £110 0 0

From this statement, for the truth of

which we solemnly vouch, it is evident,

and we sensibly feel the operation

of the fact, that we are out of

pocies, £17798

Besides the cost of hearses, maintenance of

riod of our labours) and the support of the five hired men, during the respective times
of their being employed; which expences, together with sundry gifts we occasionally
made to poor families, might reasonably and properly be introduced, to shew our ac-
tual situation with regard to profit—but it is enough to exhibit to the public, from the
above specified items, of Cash paid and Cash recesved, without taking into view the
other expences, that, by the employment we were engaged in, we have lost £177 9 8.

our families for 70 days, (being the pe-
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. other expences, which we have “f“l,i“)’ paid, are added to that sum, how
if the ay we have suffered! We leave the public o udge.
Puts may we not say y
much then ibly appear strange to some who know how constantly we were em-
Tt may possi c):hould have received no more Cash than £ 233 10 4. By we repeat
yed, (hat-w [I;ﬂ[ this is the fact, and we add another, which will serve the betrer 10
our wu.rm\;cr‘ have buried several hundreds of poor persons and strangers, for which
axplain it Ve never received, nor never asked any compensation.
service We have o ks most by a partial, censorious paragraph, in Mr. Carey’s
o feel ourselves hurt 0 . < = 7
PR of his account of the sickness, &c. in Philadelphia; pages 76 and 77,
second A es the blacks alone, for having taken the advantage of the distressed
Wh‘". - a:_p;f: ple. That some extravagant prices were paid, we admit; but how
gpuation 0 ; bczc:x\anded? The reason is plain. It was with difficulty persons could
came they t¢ ly the wants of the sick, as nurses;—applications became more and
be had to supp .Y the consequence was, when we procured them at six dollars per
mof; :::in :ﬁ:;‘upon them to go where they were wam;::i. we fnundg:‘ht)’dw;:; 8::‘:
weeK, ' 1 we found,
s ] t; upon enquiring the cause, )
clsewhere; here was a disappointment; £ b aot B 0
d greater wages, until they got
llured away by others who offered g b )
lf";:r‘daol‘lla\rs per day. We had no restraint upon the people. lt;m nar:r;l\i f::‘r:)g‘:
in low circumstances to accept a voluntary, bounteous rewar hcﬁ:: ghis of the -
loathsomness of many of the sick, when nature shuddered a:l d b: it
fection, and the talk assigned was aggravated by lunacy, :1: mk:;:‘g i
with them. Had Mr. Carey been solicited w© such an un choscl‘g: A
“What would he have demanded?” but Mr. (‘“” .;l(houghh sclyes by their labours,
band of worthies who have so eminently d‘s"“_gumh‘d-‘ :T" election, left them 1
for the relief of the sick and helpless—yet, quickly ?hﬂ. la(hc city. "Tis true Me.
struggle with cheir arduous and hazardous talk, i “}‘::‘fdum,tn; plead the cause
Carey was no hireling, and had a right t flee, mfi Hpos so partial and injurious a0
of those who fled; yet, we think, he was wrong in giving 30f5:h‘ public diseress? ls 1€
account of the black nurses; if they have (a.kcn' a«'ivama#n We believe he has made
any more than he hath done of its desire for mfotn_‘mo t the greatest extortioners
mote money by the sale of his “scraps” than a i e observasion of that
4 - ices paid did not escape METLT et
among the black nurses. The great prices pai son, mayor of the city and pre 5%
worthy and vigilant magistrate, Mathew Clarkson, would use our influenc ‘pk
of the 3 f and requested we thag of the peo]
committee—he sent for us 5 i 1o him the causé 1€ on that
lessen the wages of the nurses, but on informing essary to aempe 47 s fack
over-bidding one another, it was concluded unne

o thete were some
heag; therefore it was left to the people concerned. That 0

ledges but 10 ¥
People guilty of plundering the distressed, we acknow

. we kn
| and inurious held
» arcial and 17 ks are
Pointed out, and made mention of, we - ‘l’(ed over, while o anawtr’
Many whites who were guilty of it; but this is loo s e for a whit :
up to censure,— s ir a greater crime fora black t© ﬁ“d ;ncmP‘ s 2 ;h“ ae0u8G
A WO in
b, ¢ Wish not (o offend, but when an u“wa be over caUIO® 2
acker . i necessary somme o
. than we are, it becomes less of the conduct of sa
“tefore we shall take the liberty to tel
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We know, six pounds was demanded by, and paid, o a white woman, for putting a
corpse into a coffin: and forty dollars was demanded, and paid, to four white men,
for bringing it down the stairs.

Mt. and Mis. Taylor both died in one night; a white woman had the care of them;
after they were dead she called on Jacob Servoss, esq. for her pay, demnnding six
pounds for laying them out; upon seeing a bundle with her, he suspected she had pil-
fered; on searching her, Mr. Taylor's buckles were found in her pocket, with other
things.

An clderly lady, Mrs. Malony, was given into the care of a white woman, she died,
we were called to remove the corpse, when we came the women was laying
that she did not know what we were doing, but we know she had one of
ony’s rings on her finger, and another in her pocket.

M. Carey tells us, Bush-Hill exhibited as wretched a picture of human misery, as
ever existed. A profligate abandoned set of nurses and attendants (hardly any of good
character could at that time be procured) rioted on the provisions and comforts, pre-
pared for the sick, who (unless at the hours when the doctors attended) were left al-
most entirely destitute of every assistance. The dying and dead were indi
mingled together. The ordure and other evacuations of the sick, were al
main in the most offensive state imaginable. Not the smallest appearan
regularity existed. It was in fact a great human slaughter house, where numerous vic-

tims were immolated at the altar of intemperance.

It is unpleasant to point out the bad and unfeeling conduct of any colour,
defence we have undertaken obliges us to remark that although “hardly any
character at that time could be procured” yet only two black women were, at this

time in the hospital, and they were retained and the others discharged when it was re-
duced to order and good government.

The bad consequences man
conduct are, thar it will prej
cause it is impossible that
some future day, when some of the most virtuous
thy motives, induced to serve the sick, may fall i
strangers to him, or her,

so drunk
Mrs. Mal-

scriminately
lowed to re-
ce of order or

yet the

y of our colour apprehend from a partial relation of our
udice the minds of the people in general against us—be-
one individual, can have knowlcdge of all, therefore at
> that were upon most praise-wor-
nto the service of a family thar are

and it is discovered tha it is one of those stigmatised
> what may we suppose will be the consequence? It is not reasonable to think

the person will be abhored. despised, and perhaps dismissed from employment, to
their great disadvantage, would no this be hard? and have we not therefore sufficient
reason 10 seek for redress? We can with certainty assure the public that have seen more
humanity, more real sensibility from the poor blacks, than from the poor whites.
th:n many of the former, of their own accord rendered services where extreme ne-
cessity called for it, the general part of the poor white people were so dismayed, that
fnstcad of attempting 1o be useful, they in a manner hid themselves—A remarkable
instance of t_hIS——A poor afflicted dying man, stood at his chamber window, praying
am# bcscechmg every one thar passed by, to help him to a drink of water; a number of
V‘fh"t people passed, and iﬂSKﬂq C:]f being moved by the poor man's distress, they hur-
of the sou,

nd of his cries—until ar length a gentleman,
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d 1o be a foreigner came up, he could not pass by, but had nor resolution
who seemee the house, he held cight dollars in his hand, and offered it to several
ugh to 80 110 % a drink of water, but was refused by
eno iving the poor man : ¥ every one,
asd reward f;))lr gk man came up, the gentleman offered the cight dollars to him, if he
untl a poor ;ce oor man with a little water, “Master” replied the good narared fel.
would "el_'cve ( | p(he gentleman with water, but surely I will not take your money for
o, 11 wtﬂl;u}l?:sgc prevailed upon to accept his bounty: he went in, supplied the poor
g d rendered him every service he could.
etk weeye, S ly from house to house where
obj lack man, named Sampson, went constantly . '
e e d no assistance without fee or reward; he was smote with the disorder,
i ;va;f?:r his death his family were neglected by those he had served. S
- dch‘ a poor black widow, gave all the assistance she could, in several families,
fos: :::id:is};c j)id not receive any thing; and when any thing was offered her, she left
. i f those she served. ; Gt
“1‘(\’3\5:;\‘:.5{(‘)?‘03: colour, nursed Richard Mason and son, whcr;)sc lhev dlc':c mﬂ:
widow considering the risk the poor woman had run, and fmr:nzed::l:\imi gt
sometimes rested on her mind, expected she would have den;‘ s “i g
erable, but upon asking what she demanded, her reply was ?'ed ? w-fsino@h for
Mason, intimated it was not sufficient for her attendance, ‘s*;; rlcp i gk PTI
what she had done, and would take no more. Mrs. Masons ll:gi i
settled an annuity of six pounds a year, on bﬂv for hf‘: Hﬂ an dsrtecision when 1
An elderly black woman nursed — — with et diligence Jied “ dinner master on
covered he asked what he must give for her services—she repl :,dcnng every service in
acold winter's day,” and thus she went from place to place re i
her power without an eye to reward. ; white man and
A 5oung black wom:ny, was requested to attend one n‘;ght l:::nw:gcs were offeced
his wife, who were very ill, no other person could be ha —_g(;od o i sl
her—she replied, T will not go for money, if | go for n::iye 0 money, he may spar¢
make me take the disorder and die, but if [ go, an both on the floot; she could
my life. She wene about nine o'clock, and fo'und ‘hembg(:n two hours, and then M.‘
Procure no candle or other light, but staid with them af ill with the fever—bet like
them. They both died that night. She was afterward very .
Was spared. : : atcend the sick, and said, s
Cacsar Cranchal, a black man, offered his services t0 Tt i said he died with the -
"t take your money, I will not sell my lfe for oY b his young master® k"’“((h
Ablack lad, ac the Widow Gilpin's, was i_mf“““_*g;w honesey, nd 4P
e lca"i“g the city, and transacted his business, W; ded it again. and said
Wing unloaded 2 vessel for him in the time, ’nd» :ﬂ exemplaty moderafion
“oman, that nursed David Bacon, charged Wit

arance of
e would nog have any more. £ those, who Wmd l;gzpcmn“v
tmay be said, in vindication of the C(’“duct? ble art. derived ko niné renths
"Mapacity jy, nursing, that it is, in itself, a €O r:jty,,/:hlsex o
B well a5 the exercise of the finer feelings of hu“:"ngcrs to.
* those emplayed, it is probable were wholly S 35
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We do not recollect such acts of humanity from the poor white people, in all the
round we have been engaged in. We could mention many other instances of the like
nature, but think it needless.

It is unpleasant for us to make these remarks,
Mr. Carey pays William ¢
of their colour,

but justice to our colour, demands it
sray and us a compliment; he says, our services and others
have been very great &c. By naming us, he leaves these others, in the
hazardous state of being classed with those who are called the “vilest” The few that
were discovered to merit public censure, were brought to justice, wh
have sufficed, without being canvassed over in his *
causes us to be more particular, and endeavour o re
our friends, and the people of colour,

ich ought to
“Trifle” of a pamphlet—which
call the esteem of the public for
as far as they may be found worthy; for we con-
ceive, and experience proves it, that an ill name is casier given than taken away. We

have many unprovoked enemies, who begrudge us the liberty we enjoy, and are glad
to hear of any compliant against our colour, be it just or unjust; in consequence of
which we are more carnestly endeavouring all in our power, to warn, rebuke, and ex-
hort our African friends, to keep a conscience void of offence towards God and man;
and, at the same time, would not be backward to interfere, when stigmas or oppres-
sion appear pointed at, or attempted against them, unjustly; and, we are confident,
we shall stand justified in the fight of the candid and judicious, for such conduct.

Mr. Carey’s first, second, and third editions, are gone forth into the world, and in

all probability, have been read by thousands that will never read his fourth—conse-
quently, any alteration he may hereafter make, in the paragraph alluded to, cannot
have the desired effect, or atone for the past; therefore we apprehend it necessary to
publish our thoughts on the occasion. Had M. Carey said, a number of white and
black Wretches eagerly seized on the opportunity to extort from the distressed, and
some few of both were detected in plundering the sick, it might extenuate, in a great
degree, the having made mention of the blacks.

We can assure the public, there were as many white as black people,
fering, although the number of the latter, employed as nurses,
great as the former, and thar there is,
of black, inclined to such practices. It

detected in pil-
was twenty times as
in our option, as great a proportion of white, as

is rather to be admired, that so few instances of
pilfering and robbery happened, considering the great opportunities there were for
such things: we do not know of mor

e than five black people, suspected of any thing
clandestine, out of the great number employed; the people were glad to get any per-

son to assist them—a black was preferred, because it was supposed, they were not so
likely to take the disorder, the most worthless were acceptable, so that it would have
been no cause of wonder, if twenty causes of compliant occurred, for one that hath.
It has been alledged, char many of the sick, were neglected by the nurses; we do not
wonder at it, considering their situation, in many instances, up night and day, with-
out any one to relieve them, worn down with fatigue, and want of sleep, they could
not in many cases, render that assistance, which was needful: where we visited, the
causes of compliant on this score, were not numerous. The case of the nurses, in
many ins‘mnces, were deserving of commiseration, the patient raging and frightful to
behold; it has frequently required two persons, to hold them from running way,
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¢ made attempts 0 jump out of a window, in many chambers they were
and the door was kept lf)ck:d, to prevent them from Tunning away, or
nailed do"‘;]“'i ¢ necks, others lay vomiting blooc.{i. and screaming enough 1o chil] them
preaking th¢ Thus were many of the nurses circumstanced, alone, unil the patient
with horror: to another scene of distress, and thus have been for a week or
called away p y P
died, then £t to do the best they could without any sufficient rest, many of dhem hay-
(en days lef (f(hc‘“ dearest connections sick at the time, and suffering for want, while
ing some © (d wife, father, mother, 8c. have been engaged in the service of the
their hqualn ’\XIC mention this to shew the difference between this and nursing the
white people- s, we have suffered equally with the whites, our distress hath been very
g <;h unknown to the white people. Few have been the whites that pad
yett .but[:“lis while the black were engaged in the other’s service. We can assure the
agsnaorn in a day to be buried. In several 1n-
: four and five black people in a day w0 »
e wchhavcl t:k :;V: ‘;)een seized with the sickness while nursing, they have been
i enf[t;xz house, and wandering and destitute until raking shdfer wherever
o of them would not be admitted to their former homes) they
they could (as many s £ one who even died in a stable. Others acted
have languished alone and we know of o : i
w?t,h mo%c tenderness, when their nurses were taken ;l:‘]: they had proper care
of them at their houses. We know of two instances o 5. S
Itis even to this day a generally received opinion in r'hls Cll}’v_dma::;:’u:for s
so liable to the sickness as the white. We hope our friends will p
this matter in its true stare. : here this terr-
The public were informed that in the West-Indies and 0;?:1’5 th"::“;’fr-wa
ble malady had been, it was observed the blacks were nif R s e i
would it have been for you, and much more so for us,
verified by our experience. ‘ were imposed upon and
When the people of colour had the sickness m.d 4d]§dc;::c 100 notorious 10 be de-
wold it was not with the prevailing sickness, undl it Thus were our Services excorted
nied, then we were told some few died but not many- il maneyfom 00
@ the peril of our lives, yet you accuse us of extorung Whitchead and Joh®
; i lished by Matthew
The bill of mortality for the year 1793, pub 5 nvince any le =
Ormrod, clerks, and Joseph Dolby, sexton. w‘]fl o ction as others 18 L
¥ill examine it that as many coloured people d;e.dvm P::,go 0305 thus the
there were 67 of our colour buried, and in 1793 ic t::ur?hm 10 a great degree phe
mong us have increased more than fourfold wﬂslft © st
°§)lhe services of the unjustly vilified black pcoz:‘;w how we found :mﬁi-n great
: o e
n h: PS | may be acceptable ro the r;adi:,t and secing them B¢ L
sickness; our opportunities of hearing b, with pains od alike:
e taken it  chill, hesdach. ek SO gt oG
R:Ck this is the way the sickness in Gf“‘m] uft‘heg symptomS :\m- Jn some ¥
usni]e a}I‘DPCZu'ed but slightly affected Wl{h 5"“;:5 the colour of their n Y5
N the opinj, £ being smiten hed for 2 5 Wt
3ged mop. ﬁ“?:u:lya‘ st mhciﬂsom, have OIS ) whie athers

and aPpeared (o get better the day, ot some hours 3
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cut off in one, two, or three days, but their complaints were similar. Some lost their
reason and raged with all the fury madness could produce, and died in strong con-
vulsions. Others retained their reason to the last, and scemed rather to fall asleep
than die. We could not help remarking that the former were of strong passions, and
the latter of a mild temper. Numbers died in a kind of dejection, they concluded they
must go (so the phrase for dying was) and therefore in a kind of fixed determined
state of mind went off.

It struck our minds with awe, to have application made by those in health, to take
charge of them in their sickness, and of their funeral. Such applications have been
made to us; many appeared as though they thought they must die, and not live, some
have lain on the floor, to be measured for their coffin and grave. A gentleman called
©one evening, to request a good nurse might be got for him, when he was sick, and to
superintend his funeral, and gave particular directions how he would have it con-
ducted, it seemed a surprising circumstance, for the man appeared at the time, to be
in perfect health, but calling two or three days after to see him, found a woman dead
in the house, and the man so far gone, that to administer any thing for his recovery,
was needless—he died that evening, We mention this, as an instance of the dejection
and despondence, that took hold on the minds of thousands, and are of opinion, it

aggravated the case of many, while others who bore up chearfully,

got up again, that
probably would otherwise have died.

When the mortality came to its greatest stage, it was impossible to procure suffi-
cient assistance, therefore many whose friends, and relations had left them, died un-
scen, and unassisted. We have found them in various situations,
floor, as bloody as if they had been dipt in it, without any appearance of their having
had, even a drink of water for their relief; others laying on a bed with their clothes
on, as if they had came in fatigued, and lain down to rest;

had fallen dead on the floor,

some laying on the

some appeared, as if they
from the position we found them in.

Truly our task was hard, yet through mercy, we were enabled to go on.

One thing we observed in several instances—when we were called, on the first ap-
pearance of the disorder to bleed, the person frequently, on the opening a vein before
the operation was near over, felt a change for the better, and expressed a relief in their
chief complaints; and we made it a practice to take more blood from them, than is
usual in other cases; these in a general way recovered; those who did omit bleeding
any considerable time, after being taken by the sickness, rarely expressed any change
they felt in the operation.

We feel a great satisfaction in believing, that we have been useful to the sick, and
thus publicly thank Doctor Rush, for enabling us to be so. We have bled upwards of
cight hundred people, and do declare, we have not received to the value of a dollar
and a half, therefor: we were willing to imitare the Doctor’s benevolence, who sick or
well, kepr his house open day and night, to give that assistance he could in this time

of trouble.

Several affecting instances occurred, when we were engaged in burying the dead.
We have been called to bury some, who when we came, we found alive; at other
places we found a parent dead, and none buc little innocent babes to be seen, whose
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ed them to think their parent was asleep; on accoung of their singation,
; ran_cc“"k P"'“"‘c' we have been so wounded and our feelings so hur, thac we al.
their Juded to withdraw from our undertaking, but secing others 59 backwasd
nc ;
most Con

p ton.

9!2}( wc‘:‘ng instance.—A woman died, we were sent for to bury her, on gu
An affec

T gomg
he house and taking the coffin in, a dear little nnocent accosted
into the

us, with,
is asleep, don't wake her; but when she saw us puc her in the coffin, the
mamma 18 ‘;1 child was so great, that it almost overcame us; when she demanded
disvess of « }: mamma in the box? We did not know how o answer ber, but com.
why we put c:hc care of a neighbour, and left her with the heavy hearts. In other
gpraliog have been to take the corpse of a parent, and have found 4 group of
places Whﬂlc W: some of them in a measure capable of knowing their situation, theic
lh,‘k o ahOl'\_ ;‘moccnt confusion of the little ones, seemed almost too0 much for
.. ‘m bear. We have picked up little children that were wandering they
ool n(a::l}::rc‘ whose (parents were cut off) and taken them to the orphan house.
z\:‘:( r:;’lis time the dread that prevailed over people’s minds was . gcnc:lh.m rha; it
a rare instance to see one neighbour visit another, and even friends vhen they
‘:; in the streets were afraid of each other, much l:s:\ wqu:?nthn' adm:::;(::;
s the distressed orphan that had been whelic the sickness was: ¢
}:c‘:rs\id in some instances to have the appearance of barbanty;. W\!iﬂ‘ ;el:ﬂ?n:e‘";:;ﬁ
to mind the many opportunities there were in the power of mdnf\ ud sﬁ\oblgck =
w their fellow-men, yet through the terror of the dmes wa; Z\ml::u;c ! bt
riding through the street, saw a man push a woman out of the ht{;df i
staggered and fell on her face in the gutter, and was not able o :‘u";fomio;: dighed,
man thought she was drunk, but observing she was in dangﬁfo Wnc prg
and taking the woman up found her perfectly sober, but so ”5‘0{ chrew her down,
der that she was not able to help herself; the hard h“.md Tus 'lhed i few min-
shut the door and left her—in such a situation she might have peris ple, that ought
utes: we heard of it, and ook her to Bush-Hill. Many of e Wh:;;mul;i make hu-
w0 be parterns for us to follow after, have acted in man{l:“ crust, no black man
manity shudder. We remember an instance of cn{clf}’v whic were sick with the fovss,
would be guilty of: twao sisters orderly, decent whice wom;: T i S e
one of them recovered so as to come to the door; a neigh L:rshg answered 10, upen
and in an angry tone asked her if her sister was dead or not 1 will make her die. 1hE
which he teplied, damn her, if she don't die before morP“:;mm of o man, made 2
Poor woman shocked at such an expression, from this would have dasbed
Modest reply, upon which he snatched up a wb of wf‘;:’rhcn went and took 3 0¥
Over bier, if he had not bien prevented by a bléck man; for nourishment) and (h;:
Ple of fowls out of a coop, (which had been given 'hcmman i he would 1“““: dn;
them ingg g open alley; he had his wish, the poor Tf’wt pussed by b house
clEd the night. A white man threatened to shoot U o
IPse: we buried him three days after. o0 s, < and o ik
han;shavt l?““ pained  see the Wfd"ws :;x:;;;, husbands’ death B
> and in very grear distress, on account -
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to help them, they were obliged to come 1o get their husbands buried, their neigh-
bours were afraid to go to their help or to condole with them, we ascribe such un-
friendly conduct to the frailty of human nature, and not to wilful unkindness or
hardness of heart.

Notwithstanding the compliment Mr. Carey hath paid us, we have found reports
spread, of our taking between one, and two hundred beds, from houses where people
died; such slanderers as these, who propagate such wilful lies are dangerous, although
unworthy notice. We wish if any person hath the least suspicion of us, they would
endeavour to bring us to the punishment which such atrocious conduct must de-
serve; and by this means, the innocent will be cleared from reproach, and the guilty
known.

We shall now conclude with the following old proverb, which we think applicable
to those of our colour who exposed their lives in the late afflicting dispensation:—

God and a soldier, all man do adore,

In time of war, and not before;

When the war is over, and all things righted,
God is forgotten, and the soldier slighted.

14. Three Abolitionist Addresses from Brown’s Circle.

Although Brown never seems to have formally joined an abolition society, his closest
friends and associates were significant leaders and organizers of antislavery societies in
Connecticut, New York, and Pennsylvania. Nearly every member of the New York
Friendly Club, the discussion group that included Brown, was an officer in an abolition
society, and in 1803—1805 Brown and his lifelong friend Thomas Pym Cope together
planned an abolitionist History of Slavery that was never completed.

During the 1790 the U.S. abolitionist movement entered a new phase for three main
reasons. First, black revolution and massacres of whites in Haiti (then known as San
Domingo or St. Domingue) provided a concrete example of what could happen elsewhere
if slavery were not quickly abolished. Older moral arguments against slavery took on new
geopolitical urgency as the black revolution not only introduced the threat of violence but
also upset the balance of power in the Caribbean beween European imperial states,
which had direct, important effects on the economy and territorial ambitions of the
United States. Despite the Constitutions astempt to regulate the question of slavery in the
17805, the multitude of problems it created remasned irvesolvable.

Second, abolition activists developed i sve institutional and regional king
practices that increased their effectiveness. Thr ighout the 17905, abolitionist societies de-
veloped new constitutions and improved committee structures that advocated Sfor legal
change; worked with the free black ity to provide ial assi: n housing
health, and education; and provided legal and illegal help to runaway slaves. The mulsi-
Ple state organizations began 1o coordinate their activities and set a national agenda at
conventions like the Philadelphia meeting thar Browns close friends Smith, Dunlap, and
Miller atrended in May 1797,
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have done. A postslavery society can overcome maal dxwmz Wh’”‘?“" "'K‘h:m
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religious institutions; so that he sees “race” as a cat
institutions and not as a biologi
transmitted civic disease, Smi,
benevolence,

egory constructed by these premodern
cal essence. Conceptualizing slavery literally as a socially
th argues that it can be cured by providing a rh(mpy of just

Samuel Miller (1769-1850), a Presbyterian minister and later author of A Brief Ret-
rospect of the Fighteenth Century (1803), presents the basic contradiction between the
continuation of slavery and the principles of citizenship. Miller explicitly rejects notions of
racial polygenesis, which could be used to support the argument that freed slaves are fun-
damentally different from whites and should be returned to Africa, and argues instead
that the nations best hope after abolition is to i negrate freed slaves fully within American
society. Like Smith, Miller sees slavery and racism as historical diseases that cripple “our
political body.”

XHok ok

a) Theodore Dwight, excerpts from An Oration,
Connecticut Socie:

Spoken before “The
ty, for the Promotion of Freedom and the Relief of
Persons Unlawfully Holden in Bondage.” Convened in Hartford on the

8th day of May, A.D. 1794. Hartford: Hudson and Goodwin, 1794.

[- - ] Tt being then acknowledged, that the enslaving of Africans was wrong in the
first instance, it must necessarily follow, that the continuance of it is wrong: for a
continued succession of unjust actions, can never gain the pure character of justice. If

it was originally wrong, it never ceased to be wrong for a moment since; and length
of time, instead of sactioning [sic], aggravates the transgression. [. . .] And what is the
real ground of this difference, in the administration of justice, between white men,
and negroes? Simply this—the white men can appeal to the laws of their country,
and enforce their rights. The negroes whom our fathers, and oursclves have enslaved,
have no tribunal to listen to their complaints, or to redress their injuries. Forced from
their country, their friends, and their families, they are dragged to the sufferance of
slavery, of torture, and of death, with no eye, and no arm, but the eye and arm of
God, to pity, and to punish their wrongs. Society recognizes their existence only for
the purposes of injustice, oppression, and punishment.

By doing strict justice to the negroes, I presume is meant, totally to abolish slavery,
and place them on the same ground, with free white men.

[ . .] From France, turn your attention to the island of St. Domingo. A succession
of unjust, and contradictory measures, in both the national and colonial govern-
ments, at length highly exasperated the negroes, and roused their spirits to unanim-
ity and fanaticism. Seized by the phrenzy of oppressed human nature, they suddenly
awoke from the lethargy of slavery, attacked their tyrannical masters, spread desola-
tion and blood over the face of the colony, and by a series of vigorous efforts, estab-

lished themselves on the firm pillars of freedom and independence. Driven from
their houses and possessions,

by new and exulting masters, the domestic tyrants oii
that island wander over the face of the carth, dependent on the uncertain hand of
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ol and for bread. To .the honour of Americans, it is mxc..dm in this
ity for she realized the most liberal humanity. But by a dispensation of Prov-
oy, they have ity must applaud, they are forced to exhibit, in the most con-
which H“"}?nir;l ortant truth—that despotism and cruelty, whether in the
21;1"::;:(";; c:n never resist the energy of enraged and oppressed man,
the .
stru ; 'mg.for ﬁad:;‘;l:s appear distant from us; yet to some of our sister staes they
These evils may P ven at the doors. Ideas of liberty and slavery, have wken such
are P,obably g ee roes, that unless their situation is suddenly ameliorated, the in-
strong ho}d;)f}:h:or:xicm states, will have the utmost reason to drczd the &m of
habitants © the d with the example of the West-Indies before their eyes, they will be
insurrection. An ‘f’_" hey do not adopt effectual measures to escape their danger. To
wors than mad, ll:. : fzce when in a state of rebellion, or to hold them in their pres-
oppress thc o siderable length of time in future, will be beyond (,hm
ent condition, for any cond form but a feeble front, to check the onses of free-
srength. Courage and &scngl{qc, orm ot et i

hostilities are commenced, R
dom. [. . -] And when . . fricnd saicodom and jusdot will dare
fasies, in such an iniquitous warfare? Surely no fn
end them his aid. b en “they rise in
ro['l, ] Who then can charge the ‘negroes with ‘ﬁﬂ‘m‘:ﬁ or fr\xu’[lz ::mlm i
all the vigour of insulted nature, af\d avenge ¢ c|<rk - nﬁcc} Rl
admire their exertions, to accomplish their own ?:hc dc.vam‘iﬂﬂ and slaughter,
and freedom, while his heart bleeds ac the rccl(,a] b ust thank his God for the
which necessarily attend such convulsions of h?x"’?sl:‘vc This is the language of
emancipation of every individual from the m\scﬂﬁl‘ o rz:hich ever grates on the
freedom; but it is also the language of tmrh——al mg::ic or the head of an empire.
ears of tyrants, whether placed at the head Of.a P anl;‘ at‘(ainmﬂm of freedom, urge
....] For the same principles, which lead nations © d r;c struggles of the latser, a5 35
individuals to pursue the same important objects mf + Indoed: from individuals,
often marked with desperation, as the efforts of the fO mcs;a;es t0 nations. And since
the spirit i generally communicated to states, and romm(hmg but the azm of Om-
the mighty, and majestic course of Freedom has l'xg“ ;:1 Africans. Butlet the domes-
Nipotence can prevent it from reaching to the mm;? s:d\ 2 destructive enemy.
Ue tyrants of the carth, tremble ar the approaches

count
idence
yincing ™
familys ©F

R

i X Deiiszﬂ'd Aﬂ‘i
b) Elihy Hubbard Smith, excerpts from 4 2"‘7&2{%* Society for
1, 1798 4; the Request of and B‘fbn’:, Izr;ﬂ‘fiﬂg‘ ”,b of e
OMoting the Manumission of Slaves, @ H. Smith, 4 Member ¥
ve Been or May Be Liberated. By E. s, No. 99 R,
:t‘:cty. N?w—York: Printed b] . 0] —_— comumence with the o
'H]Thcm

: { slavery must
: ost hasty outline of the history of shavery
Mation of I8

¥ - of slavery:
: 2 g is the history @
ciety: the history of man is @



y ﬁ

Relazed Tost:

In the rude ages of the world, as in the mast refined, superior force and superior
cunning have equally been practiced, and have both succeeded in enslaving one por-
ton of the human race to another. What individual strength and personal addiess
accomplished. in respect 1o one or a few, in the infancy of society, has been since ex.
tended and perperuated by multiform combinations both of power and ant. Igno-
rance, and credulity and fear, the companions of ignorance, furnished ample
opportunity for successful enterpri

7e, where direct violence must have been hazardous
and uncertain. Mental slavery, therefore

» was of early origin and quick growth; it was
assiduously cultivated; and the bands of superstition restrained those who would eas.
ily have shaken off the fetters of subjection. So important were these two methods of
holding men in bondage to each other, so in their principles, and so
co-ordinate in their birth, that, in the outset, they not infrequently united in the same
person: the same person was at once king and pontiff. As sociery advanced, the agents
of this tyranny were augmented; a seeming division of powers took place, while a real
umon was maintained; to one party was commitred the execution of their joint de-
vices; to the other was entrusted the more silent and specious diffusion of opinions

favourable o their views. The first subdued opposition n the field; the last under-
mined it in the family; and while the king led his chiefs to combat, the ponuiff, sur-
rounded by his priests, invested with the security of inviolable sancrity, refined his
cunnming, multiplied his wiles, and ar length succeeded in subjugating the prince as
well as the people. This was sometimes a delicate rask: but the fear which even the
most powerful despats entertain of their slaves, fa d the dotal pau
and they were held by the lmemwhomﬂlydeﬁdd&xpmuﬁomm"d\eprdxy
As the stare of society improved, the culti s of sup subtilized and per-
fected their arts. They saw and obeyed the v of g ing less in app
while they redoubled their exertions, by converting to their aid all the errors of judg-
ment, all the viol of p and all the ph of nature, to hold an am-
pler tyranny over the minds of men. Unable absol ly 10 impede the progress of
knowledge, they laboured to distort it to their own purposes; of, failing of success,
impaosed a mare powerful obstacle, by exerving their influence for the destruction of
el bl gn. and enlightened philosoph
Whﬂenmommmdmivdynﬂdbythepnadmd.mbyr}ﬂnnﬂmmdh
their own persons the offices of monarch and
and consolidaung authoriry were neglected. Afwnwuds.u;mnanp-miondd\tm
fmmiomo(endnﬁn;d\ebodksmdwbiupnngdnuumkofmm.duhximdf

mmmwwmmmmdwwmwmm»
thewr wishes; and. whether he ground with the

tron edge of oppression his own subjects,
or the subjects of another, wheth his capricious frenzy d d his own terrivores, of
the daminions of a neighbouring prince. 1w desol abike d his fucy and
panegyrized his injustice. Under such ci

“ it derful chat slavery be-
mahmmm&«mmmmummmﬂmdquﬂn
mkhtmmmwhmdmwmvwm
d\rmdw.lﬁudﬂrymﬂummmmw.

404

14. Theee Abolitionist Addrasses from Bewss Cinde

of things limited o hses. Forms of go rather var-
chis state icie of isto, than destroyed i,

B iaion of the spisk of dispocti. bered 25 we are wich dhin

H*'\ hd‘ajﬂmﬂ sy

".

)
) h caxuwnuc.mmad_vfnend‘m&ydh,m
"“"mt"ﬁqm“umﬁmd\«mzh-hmmm:*mué‘,n
B il sufficiendy respected. Alas! there is o '
“...mdonv‘“,“m‘h?m: to oppose all the efforts of benevalence. Bus, wese it
"mmminm:t“:"f rof lignant cruelty paralize the senses and the res-
i Do they no e h sl WA sl o s e
o poiso n which hovers over every b hll!.‘m
sous of :h,;,m they till (heveudmsof'pan\uu.tﬂc& Mhm
m their productive snd o;;mm,fm-mwh-um*a
i Sp—— i i iings, that she may more
don of health, for d imp her with new wings. ;

i ally confine her, and imp o e
u'm:whld\ P.::ghz work ofdevmdon?——vun‘yuy:ml&t m :
mo:?mpud:mxuphommofmymmm_ m M;""“‘u &
ke mmithem!hnmw ¥ | ;
wealth, you foster and p g b by your

face of your Constitution? of that msmmm;" which """‘“"““ 90
mudmkdﬁmwmbbod?ﬂmpmmhm‘m&m* =
ptm;acd,anddothcyno‘mP'of‘“"?lwa_ 5 son. it is youwhe
m’““w"“kﬂm'“"?‘”“?f“'mmu.mm&nfw~
sanction, you who uphold the crime. It is you whe el &5 the sage
the signs of h ity, the rep of policy, km‘.mmhﬁ
‘5‘“:%0]:" diency, the ing voice of dome mmm"‘
u:.whodroscdmeye,whodmchdkhﬂd'“"” you perpenuae, you i
determi see, and to act. You perpetrate, dhus” The op-

ine men to hear, to ;mhumybtlﬂ'?“ :
mortalize in'mstioc——andaﬂ'for‘somuch byroest
Wnﬁuﬂkedonotru&dunkfm e of e daves: they are ou
MwnitbutomMmdutdw@ﬁ“M»" . And you nousid
pied but with one care, that of maintaining o

amchat
b double mownds thas
Fin.youdmishthumyoudefm_d"d.ﬁdum of soc ::
i#y, at the hazard, if not with the sacrifice, of casy @

corean,
o 1 mmmm@‘mghu—‘
wined. and safe to be applied. Mad insensibiliey! the W% P00y or o e
“'Mztimofvaniw-'“d"“mium"*"‘ g::::
of ! ) .
mﬂ.mmfzh@wﬂn:nd&-ﬁ“mw "t
mmmhm‘*(ondm,,mdmu}“*m:dum-d
*'hﬂihfcmtky,lndm&'\moﬁh‘wga«
e 50 be it! and 50 shall be the reuribes

—r—*“""'md-
_“,usﬁ’
b e .
s s S comnlstE
“‘_'*-n-n umumé'ﬂ""“:gﬂdmv"-“

h’m-um’ for the gradusl
The Ml Mermeves, wes mepmcre by the Sesone




*

Related Texas

[ . ] The experience of many years, evidence palpable to the most hardened and
obstinate sense, has demonstra

ted the capacity of the Blacks. The very vices of which
they stand so bitterly accused, demonstrate it.
tures of education, of example, of circumstance:

s, of external impressions. Make them
outcasts and vagabonds, thrust them into the society of drunkards and of thieves,
shut them from the fair book and salutary light of knowledge, degrade them into
brutes, and trample them into dust, and you must expect them to be vile and
wretched, dissolute and lawless, base and stupid. Madmen! would you “gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistes?”

Burt, notwithstanding the degraded condition of the Africans. and their descendants
among us,—a condition to which they have been reduced, or in which they have
been retained, by those who reproach them with it, and would offer it as an excuse
for their own inhumanity and injustice,—still they exhibit many examples of hum-
ble, but of cheering virtue. We not only see them irreproachably employed in various
mechanic occupations; but, in some few instances, elevated to the illustrious offices
of the instructors in learning, and inculcators of morality. The desk, and the pulpit,
have witnessed their triumphs over all the efforts of blind and malignant prejudice.
Already they begin o feel their own worth as men; already are they impressed with
ng in their behalf; al-

They, alike all men else, are the Ccrea-

some just sense of the nature of those exertions which are maki

ready have they artained to some conception of that prudent and virtuous conduct
which is the best reward for all our toils; already may they challenge the palm from
many of their whiter brethren. Perceive you not that spirit of improvement—slow
though it be, yer visible—which diffuses itself among them? Observe you not their
growing knowledge, their increasing industry, their softening manners, their cor-
recter morals? Hear you not that sigh, wakened by your benevolent sympathy? Mark
you not that tear of grateful joy, silently descending? See you not thar sable figure,
that casts himself at your feet, th

at kisses your hand, that clasps your knees, “fathers
and benefactors of our race,” that exclaims—*“the

their souls;—their heares, their hands, their lives,

‘Go, hapless progeny of a violated parent!
your patience grow with your wron,
labour for your tyrants, your lives

sons of Africa feel your virtue at
are devoted to your service.”

cultivate peace, order, knowledge. Let
gs. Let your hearts learn forgiveness, your hands

refute their calumnies. Go! assured, that, as for us,
we have well considered what awaits us,—the extent of surrounding

obstacles, and
their duration, and have resolved, never to quench our zeal, to withhold our care, to
intermit our labours, never to drop the language of persuasion, and forget the tone of
justice, till we behold you disenthralled of bonds, reinstated in your rights, blessed
with science, and adorned with virtue.

KAk
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. ts from A Discourse Delivered April 12, 1797 4
)Samud Mdk:‘,;zcel;ffa” the New-York Society for Promoting the
cb, Reques? of  Slaves, and Protecting Such of Them as Have Been or
ilaﬂ‘;;m’;i?ngdotfej. New York: T. and J. Swords, 1797.

May B¢

. the close of the eighteenth century, it should be esteemed proper and
o Tha.(' & ‘v ivilized country, to institute discourse to oppose the slavery and
pecessarys 10 any ;me species, is a wonderful fact in the annals of sociery! But thar
commerce of the 1d be America, is a solecism only to be accounted for by the general
this country shou he human character. But, after all the surprise that Patriotism can
{nconsistency OF,‘ E tion that Morality can suggest on this subject, the humiliat-
feel, and all e lndlgndha{ in this free country—in this country, the plains of which
i o b t?f;[od shed in the cause of liberty,—in thus country, from which
el sained. - d odistam lands, as the basis of our political existence, the nable
has besn proclines) 8 /0 X ARE BORN FREE AND EQUAL'—in this county
principle, that ‘ALL n are bought and sold! Strange indeed! that the bosom which
R }511:"::; t:fclibcrry in general, and the arm which has been so :}r:gorz:sl;: :x-
?r(:cv:;:: \(rindica(ion of hu@an rights, 5}‘50“*‘11)".‘ be found leagued on the side of op-
pression, and opposing their avowed princip ?. i PG i <o
[...) In the present age and S B v similar principle, which
on the ground of superior force; the Ilg-hl of captiviry; or a:Y‘“ < bualintl wetir
the ignorance and the ferocity of ancient times adnuttcm return, when men would
property. It is to be hoped the time is pa.ss.cd, never more i i G
recognize maxims as subversive to morah\')f e e ;0: the imitation of sober
laws and rights of war be properly drawn into prc“dcl"[. do that liberty is only an
and regular government? Can we sanc(iorjl the d:Festa? e 1 :\:mrc‘s God? Such senti-
advantage gained by strength, and not a right dmv:d, Al f civilized men.
ments become the abodes of demons, rather than souc.ucsjo‘- our oppression are an
Pride, indeed, may contend, that these unhappy S“b‘e.c:l'ms‘ justice to a depressed
inferior race of beings; and are therefore assigned b.y Lh; b rity consist? In difference
and servile station in society. But in what do;s .lhlS il Cf‘% Zh" can advance such an
of complexion and figure? Let the narrow and illiberal mind, ¢he various regions of the
argument, recollect whither it will carry him. In traversing diversity of shades n the
earth, from the Equator to the Pole, we find ?n mhm(clf lhcn-[‘h‘ proper station
©mplexion of men, from the darkest to the fa'1r€5‘ hu:S-us“ also contend, that c“a
f the African is that of servitude and depression, v-lcf:ior to us, and should be su
Ortuguese and Spaniard is, though in a less deﬂm? l: tints of colour be LOnﬂd)ﬁr,.ur
JSCt to a measure of the same degradation. Nay, i " cm“ ghty superiority Over U}-us
the tese of human dignity, we may justly assume @ b ugan.OfL In short. "P"n; %
*outhern brethren of this continent, and devise [helsrl s\“cr’\ begin? At whet gﬁl‘lklowu
Pri“CiPk» where shall liberty end? or where dal h:Ac; must We descend st
i 2 the ties of blood are to cease? And how many s
n

. )
: . em’?
© scale, before mercy is to vanish with th
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But, perhaps, it will be suggested, that the Africans and their descendents are infe-
rior to their brethren in intellectual capacity, if not in complexion and figure. This is
strongly asserted, but upon what ground? Because we do not see men who labour
under every disadvantage, and who have every opening faculty blasted and destroyed

by their depressed condition, signalize themselves as philosophers? Because we do
not find men who are almost entirely cut off from every source of mental improve-
ment, rising to literary honours? To suppose the Africans of an inferior racial char-
acter, because they have not thus distinguished themselves, is just as rational as to
suppose every private citizen of an inferior species,

who has not raised himself up to
the condition of royalty. But, the truth is,

many of the negroes discover great inge-
nuity, notwithstanding their circumstances so depressed, and so unfavourable 1o all
cultivation. They become excellent mechanics and practical musicians, and, indeed,
learn every thing their masters take the pains to teach them.* And how far they might
improve in this respect, were the same advantages conferred on them that freemen
enjoy, is impossible for us to decide until the experiment be made.

ARISTOTLE long ago said—“Men of little genius, and great bodily strength, are

by nature destined to serve, and those of a better capacity to command. The natives
of Greece, and of some other countries, being naturally superior in genius, have a
natural right to empire; and the rest of mankind, being naturally stupid, are destined
to labour and slavery”** What would this great philosopher have thought of his own
reasoning, had he lived till the present day? On the one hand, he would have seen his
countrymen, of whose genius he boasts so much, lose with their liberty all mental
character; while, on the other, he would have seen many nations, whom he con-
signed to everlasting stupidity, shew themselves equal in intellectual power to the
most exalted of human kind.

[ . .] But higher laws than those of common justice and humanity may be urged
against slavery. I mean THE LAWS OF GOD, revealed in the scriptures of truth.
This divine system, in which we profess to believe and to glory, teaches us, that God
has made of one blood all nations of men that dwell on the face of the whole earth.

[ - .] There have not been wanting, indeed men, as ignorant as they were impious,
who have appealed to the sacred scriptures for a defence of slavery.

[ . .] Many have been the proposals of benevolent men to remedy this grand evil,
and to ameliorate the condition of the injured negroes. But,
mistakes of those who have shewn themselves friends to human happiness, yet the
most of these proposals appear to me incumbered with insuperable difficulties, and,
in some points of view, to involve greater mischief than the original disorder de-
signed to be cured. Immediately to emancipate seven hundred thousand slaves, and

while I revere the very

** De Republ. lib.i.cap.5.6.
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14. Three Abolitionist Addresses from Brown's Ciscle

1 society, with all the ignorance, hab|t~s. and vices of their de-
hem forth m:‘ g, would probably produce effects more unhappy than
sen o education @ 0 late or conceive. Nor does the plan appear much more plaust
pudec *able to caleula d send them back to the country from
B qeisab rop055d~ to collect, and se 1 Y
BV ch some h“V_E ‘f) thers have been violently dragged; o, to form them into a
hen ey of (thl’ j art of our own teni(ory.l I shall not pronounce nd\c-r of
v.llon)” g, S0m€ rc{.“};c;sc one of them has been attempted by an European mn;)n‘
& racticable <chout success.z 1 shall not say, thar such a removal would be less
J not altogcrhcr'wlt £ i, chan their present condition; because, in particular in-
s for the Rbjacag 5 5 But, in my view, the difficulties and objections at-
ha‘:‘i);s it might peove o‘hc'rnllszn a l;rge scale, are far greater and more numerous
ances >
g ding such 2 P MPSE 2 have seemed to suppose.
L ine speculators have i T
han many sanguine sp devised, to deliver our country from the evil in ques
chrhaPS no method e - cV:‘ ,ore easy of exccution, than one which has been
more safe, more g 3 and hitherto with all the success that could
; dopted in some of the states, e o G s it
partially adop! o i frame laws, which will bring
been expected. This plan is, t©© n ; b came cime, PROVIDE FOR
e UAL MANNER; which will at the s : s
pation in a GRAD Vel MORAL CULTIVATION of slaves, that ¢ ey may
THE INTELLECTUAL AND o the duties o i, when ey
be pr:parcd to exercise the n‘gh:s“\a“‘ thus fitred them for the station, will confer
shall be given them i i Whmh" '?Vmgand dignity of other freemen. By the opera-
upon them, in due time, i chgesslavery at no great distance of time. would be
tion of such a plan, it is easy to see that hicks ;;[tendiﬂg an universal and immediate
banished in the United States; the mischi ek B bclf\gs.
emancipation would be, in a great measure, SR of the body politic, mxg}}r
who are now gnawing the vitals, and wasting t be S; of it. Say not that they are unfit
er: . ’
b mavestd inco sdyolesocne sod el me‘z honest and industrious members of
for the rank of citizens, and can never be made brutality must operate as everlast-
the community. Say not that their ignorance and_ ‘r‘u Allqius‘ reasoning abjures the
ing bars against their being elevated 0 chis s(a'till? s(-xm o found to have the man-
flimsy pretext. Make them freemen; and they N
ners, the character, and the virtues of freemen.

and others
P coposals by Jefferson
' [Bditors Note: Miller refers to African or other mo\of{‘u(l:t,nzh ::a.rcicuhlc‘ inthe 'mn:mdul
and rejects the idea in favor of a vision of a mixed-race soc;;lw' Lotes Jefferson's famous g
of the address. Earlier, in a passage not included here, Miller g

for ever—
< ice cannot sieep

4 hat his justice © seribute
remble for my country when I remember that God is just— y b 90 ¥
and thag

. ho
s. The Almig!
: 4 robable events:
an exchange of circumstances is among P

. (A 7). h these
:’h‘d‘ can take side with us in such a conflict” (Miller, 2 39“ o recolonize Sierts Leone Wit
[Editors Noge: Mill itish scheme in 179 :
: er refers to the Britis! Amaiond ding black
:"ho had formerly been slaves in the Caribbean and Jord Jition law and the worlk of building
[E_d-“‘"s‘ Note: i.e., a reference to Pennsylvania's 1781 aboliv b o
‘Stitutions anq education there.]  feclings 0ot alrogedher i el
Tuis €asy 1o foresee that many strong prejudices, and :mmw o a SW¢ of
OPPose the execution of this plan. The idea i 409
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15. Two Perspectives on Slaver

y trom The Monthly
Magazine and A merican Revie

w

These two pieces on slavery and racial domination were published in the Monthly
Magazine and American Review, the magazine founded and edited by Brown Ney
York circle and in which Brown played a central editorial role. Both appeared during the
months when Second Part was being written and use historical case studies from Roman
and English history as evidence o “ways in which the damage caused by slavery in the
United States can be overcome. Th,

e first section comes Sfrom an article by “H.I.., " possibly
a pseudonym for Brown's childbood friend Joseph Bringhurst, Jr. H.L. uses the arguments

linking population, territory, and economic resources that are most commonly associated
today with Thomas Malthus An Essay on the Principle of Population, as It Affects the
Future Improvement of Society with Remarks on the Speculations of Mr. Godwin,
M. Condorcet, and Other Writers (1798).

Malthus refuted progressive claims thas society can become more perfect by arguing that
the increase of population will act as 4 conservative check on social change, since popula-
tion growth creates a scarcity of resources. But H.I. turns Malthus on his head by arguing
that miscegenation and the relative increase of the white population into an expanding

Srontier will allow for a transformation of American society through the peaceful abolition
of slavery, just as slaves were incorporated into Roman society.

The second excerpt comes from an anonymous review of a section of William Eton’s four
volume A Survey of the Turkish Empire (London, 1798). Because this is 70t a review of
Etons entire work, but a re-publication of a particular section, it is most likely that Brown,
as editor, chose the fragment to highlight an argument with which he was in sympathy.
Eton argues that the character of Greeks cannot be adduced from their present behavior as
dominated peoples under the rule of the Ottoman Empire. Because of the legal and cultural
divisions created by the ruling Turks in order to disempower and disenfranchise the Greeks,
their human vitality is suppressed. Using England as his example, Eton argues that that the
difference among peoples can be overcome through universal rights and miscegenation.
Eton’s argument can also be understood in the context of wider British romantic era inter-
est in the theme of Greek independence (in the best-known example, the poer Byron dies in
Greece for this cause). Brown’s most likely publishes the extract as a comparative
example that helps explain African bebavior under slavery an

d that projects the results of a
fiull emancipation and incorporation of Afyicans as equal citizens.

koK Kok

equality with the whites, even after the best education they can receive, is not a very pleasant one to
a great majority even of those who are warmly engaged for their emancipation. I shall not discuss
the reasonableness of such feelings at present. It is sufficient to say, that our political body is labour-
ing under a most hurtful and dangerous disease; and that the most skilful physician cannot restore
it 10 health withour the exhibition of some remedies which are more or less unpalatable.
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- Perspectives on Slavery from The Monthly Magazine and American Review,
15. Two

inati Negro Slavery i
‘, s on the Probable Termination of Negr v in
yH.L }2?;%}:0{ America,” The Monthly Magazine and American
3
the 'Unlé:2 (February 1800). .
RevieW . Slavery was greatly prevalent among the Romans, in the height of
L. Domestic. system, in this respect, was remarkably similar to ours, except in
their power Thmf (yhcir slaves, which did not essentially differ from that of servans
the employment oodcm Italy and Spain. Their manners, rclig)on,' and government,
i peen nv:xblc to manumission than ours, and yet a SlAth. in the third gener-
were far less f“""{( own. The mass of people in the cities, the knights, and finally the
ation, was rarely :,ors ;,{ provinces were chiefly composed of the posterity of slaves.
sors and goV; limits of the empire became stationary, and wat no longer -
Hence, when the i . le insensibly mingled into one mass, with
ed the markets with captives, the people Eint o
El:lc distinction but those of prolpcrf)’ or P;’o cssb:)?l;ﬁn‘“c]s f:ng‘f::smp‘d o
p i be reasonably expected to be infinitely apid, b
£ “:‘e‘\}/‘al::c:l ;f)j enlightened opinions, from the mfcleor propor::" D‘wd;m;“:‘b
an:f[s[i’avcs to that of freemen,” and from causes peculiar to our selves,
T & A%

i ation or shorten their lives. : ‘
“gmm[}:::;virro»{jﬁictcrminc as to the absolute number of slm ::? %::‘;wm
itis evident that their relative or pmpor(i(?naf.c numb;;w m Sl i
States are, comparatively, deserts. A few districts on mnrlvdunoccupicd

i d maize, and tobacco; but the western regions arc neariy whomm?lli

il Y ill quickly be stocked by people

by panthers and deer. These, however, will quickly 2l bring with them ha

migrate hither from the east and north. The new c;inl\le:isuwdm'_( P P RO

if not opinions, incompatible with slavery. They

corn with their own hands. ; ed thas every moral
[ ] As the proportion of freemen increases, it must b"f:;l:ﬁ‘l . Comprehensive

cause tending to annihilate servitude, will increase m,hm the number of slaves s

schemes of emancipation may possibly be dangerous W

g hen it dwindles t©
one half or one third of the whole; but this danger is annihilated
afificenth or a twentieth.

oK KKK

nd Policical

b) William Eton, “Interesting Account of s (:fhjyr:c';c&l:xsh Emptre,

tate of the Modern Greeks. [From a Survey © and American Review
&c. by W. Eron, Esq.)” The Monthly Magazine

26 (May 1800).

: '.els] Eve]) object, moral and physical, the fair face of nature
:0'81 hof e [Greek] inhabitants, have alike been blasted and
uch of Ty rki
urkish tyranny.

ia
the inhabitant-
8 be half
e g Ve computed the slaves in the Roman prosincss ©

v ,‘x‘]‘ﬂﬂ-
STates it i bue lirtle more than one thisd of the

ual en-
the intellect
‘“dﬁ od by the harpy-
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[- - J Of the defects of the Grecian character, some are doubtless owing to their an.
clent corruptions; but most of them take their tise in the humiliating state of depres-
sion in which they are held by the Turks. This degradation and servility of their
situation, has operated for centuries, and has consequently produced an accumulated
effect on the mind; but, were this weight taken off, the elasticity
would have wide room for expansion; and, though it cannot
would ar once rise to the proud animation of their former heroes
display energies of mind which the iron hand of despotism has long kept dormant and
inert. It is rather astonishing that they have retained so much energy of character, and
are not more abased, for, like noble coursers, they champ the bit, and spurn indignantly
the yoke: when once freed from these, they enter the course of glory.

[ . .J It has been said, that long possession of a country gives an indisputable right
of dominion, and that the right of the Turks to their possessions has been acknowl-
edged by all nations in their treaties. As to treaties berween the Turks and other na-
tions, who had no right to dispose of the countries usurped by the Turks, they cannot

be binding to the Greeks, who never signed such treaties, nor were consulted, or
consented to their signing.

and vigour of the soul
be expected that they
, they would doubtless

When one nation conquers another, and they become incorporated by having the
same rights, the same religion, the same language, and by being blended together by
intermarriages, a long series of years renders them one people. Who can, in England,
distinguish the aborigines from the Romans, Saxons, Danes, Normans, and other
foreigners? They are all Englishmen.

The Greeks were conquered by the Turks, but they were attacked (like all other na-
tions they conquered) by them without provocation. It was not a war for injury or
insult, for jealousy of power or the support of an ally, contests which ought to end
when satisfaction or submission is obtained; it was a war having for its aim conquest,
and for its principle a right to the dominion of the whole earth; a war which asserted
that all other sovereigns were usurpers, and the deposing and putting them to death
was a sacred duty. Do the laws of nations establish that such a conquest gives right of
possession? They, on the contrary, declare such conquest usurpation.

The conquered were never admitted by the Turks to the rights of citizens or fellow
subjects, unless they abjured their religion and their country: they became slaves; and
as, according to their cowardly law, the Turks have a right, at all times, to put to death
their prisoners, the conquered and their posterity for ever are obliged annually to re-

deem their heads, by paying the price set on them: they are excluded from all offices in
the state. It is death for a conquered Greek to marry a Turkish woman, or even to co-
habit with a common prostitute of that nation. They are, in every respect, treated as
enemies. They are still called and distinguished by the name of their nation, and a
Turk is never called a Greek, though his family should have been settled for genera-
tions in that country. The testimony of a Greek is not valid in the court of judicature,
when contrasted with that of a Turk. They are distinguished by a different dress: it is
death to wear the same apparel as a Turk: even their houses are painted a different
colour: in fine, they are in the same situation they were the day they were conquered;
totally distinct as a nation; and they have therefore the same right now as they then
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16. Benjamin Nones vs. the Gazesse

Jves from the barbarous usurpets of their country, whose conduct
¢ oe themse
(o free

they have conquered, merits the external execration of mankind.
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¢ Ben amin Nones vs. the Gazette
16.

st 1800 berween an anonymous
: exchange from early August / ;
This P”['m’,m[ Z m;f:frizrlist Gazette of the United States and Benjamin :\nyrm
“Qbserver” in 1€ cratic-Republican Sofmy’ and Jewish commumity activiss, is @
(1757-1826): ¢ Dewd decision, late in the novel’s composition, to give the chanacter
ntext for Browns gecsisth h ntic union between the
[ikely contex ish ethnicity and to end the novel with a roma; :
Adhsa Ft‘ekimg Jew! and a dark-skinned, non-Christian emigrant. By concluding rb:
Seots-Irish Mfr'{)’n ation of a Jewish character and an interracial marriage, and puw :
el with ths agfent hat included heated exchanges like this one, Brown codes the novel’s
By tionsoomm 0 inst the partisan racialization of political debate in bis imme-
t agai )
i AP g et e
1ate en
d civic relations. ik
Pl:dadnil:ilo::zlly,ﬂ;iven Nones' suggestion that all Jews ar?d the less wrbalt‘hv ,,,m,‘f :h :d[;ght :’
1o support republican causes, the conclusion of Bmwn; novf/ "’dy’b: /:tv e sy
an oblique, discrete criticism of the Federalist admmutmna; Z,- = W it
up to the December 1800 national election that mfitd Ib!v edera N:u S b hade
of national politics. Brown made a brief visit to Pth’lﬂ’b’fﬁ '”"han ¢ appearing in the
qust and would have been well aware of such a remarka lh ;;CM fﬁn{ife seongh the
leading Philadelphia newspapers of the day. Th{ exchange roadbde on he atees o
rest of the month when Nones' reply was 4”"’_“"‘: as ‘,,,:fm(s "fthe Gaaeee.
Philadelphia, reprinted elsewbere, and sat lr_'ud i ;1'4 [;:Z[warb assertion and, defense of
The exchange is best known for Benjamin Nones mark Biepalar
A O e refused the right of resp
Jewish civic identity in the U.S. When Nones “345 blished bis now-famous reply—
against him in the final lines of the Gazette amtlf. he pu I‘; o poor"—in the oppasition
deiantly declaring “Lam a Jew . . . Lam Replvis: French Sephardic Jew who
newspaper, the Jeffersonian-identified Aurora .Ngmirl S i in the American Revolu-
came to the U.S. from Bordeaux at age rwenty in 17, 77 t:f[igbia, b e wr am‘y{ in
tion, became naturalized in 1784, and setled in Philadelp (1791-1799) of the
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persuade other Jewish refugees from the black revolution in Haiti to Sree slaves they had
brought 1o Philadelphia. One of Nones' three sons (who all became consuls) had q con.
sular appointment 10 Haiti. Within this group, Nones would have been Jamiliay 4,
Browns close abolitionist friends, to the Afvican American ministers Richard Allen and
Absalom Jones, as well as to the white co-organizers of the Underground Railroad,
Thomas Harrison (listed in Nones' reply as one of his repaid creditors) and Isaac Hopper,
In this letter to the Gazette, Nones defends himself against a personalized slur bur explic-
itly situates bis claims in larger terms as part of the period’s ongoing struggle for the civil
emancipation of Jews in the United States and other postrevolutionary republics,

For readers of Acthur Mervyn, it is also instructive to consider the attack that provoked
Nones' response, since the anonymous Gazette piece exemplifies the scurrilous style of
antiworker, antiblack, and anti-Semitic slurs that was repeatedly employed by Federalise
Journalists in the partisan infighting of the late 1790s, especially in attacks on the
Democratic-Republican societies that had been P

iding new mech Jor egalitarian-
minded social organization since they began to appear in 1793. That is, the Gazette
piece is not primarily an attack on any of the individuals it insults, but 2 race-baiting ac-
count of a meeting of the True Republican Society of Pennsylvania (earlier called the
Democratic Society of Pennsylvania) with a larger agenda that was clear to contemporary
readers.
The piece’s larger argument, built on its appeal to ethnic and class stereotypes, is against
the kind of mixed-ethnicity potential that the club and its principles make possible, and
which are affirmed by Arthur Mervyn's Woldwinite program. The attack is not an iso-
lated gesture, but continues the earlier partisan mobilization of anti-Semitic slurs by Fed-
eralist journalists such as William Cobbett and John Fenno (the previous editor of the
Gazette) that was a repeated feature of the decade’s political newspaper wars.
The Gazettes caricatures are directed at the Societys social diversity and egalitarian
goals, characterized as ridiculous openness to the “very refuse and filth of society.” The
“Citizen Sambo” character refers to Cyrus Bustil, a black Quaker and leader in the citys
Free Black community who played an important role in responses to the 1793 fever epi-
demic and later organized a black school in his own home (Bustil was the great-
greav-grandfather of twentieth-century black activist and actor Paul Robeson). “Citizen
I—s—"is city politician Israel Isracl, another democratic activist who was the object of
Federalist anti-Semitic slurs on the basis of his family background, although he was not
himself Jewish. George Lesher, owner of the tavern mentioned by name in Chapters 3, 14,
and 19 of Arthur Mervyn, was a member of the same political society being attacked here
and hosted meetings in support of Israel Israel at his tavern in 1798~1799. These meet-

ings at Lesher's Tavern were chaired by radical John Barker, the same chairperson mocked
here as “Citizen B—1,” the tailor.

“Citizen N— the Jew” refers of course to Benjamin
Nones.

KKK
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16. Benjamin Nones vs. the Gazeste

» ts from “For the Gazette of the United States”
Observer, €Xcerp

%e Gazette, AUBUSE 5, 1800).
(

Ly
ives of curiosity, 1 attended the meeting of Jacobins,” on Wednes-
"
A che State House. Diverted at the consummate ignorance and stu-
5 (1f importance of these miserable wretches, I will endeavour wo
as sel 3 2 L
ell <ous and singular transactions of this wenderful meeting, almost altgf
iou g :
fecount the var 4 of the very refuse and filth of society. To prove this my assertion (i
0 i d men
gether compo! ) let it be known, that a large proportion of this me‘mng,f wash
S . -
roof be nece fmous and abandoned characters; men, who are nororious for the
e mouc I AT ce.? who have more than once been convicted in open court
A j ence, e
dustion of Nk t'm;[ 1 who with sacriligious hands have impiously dared to tear
; jury, and me piw i
of wilful perjury; -red desk, the emblems of mourning in honour of our beloved
o &2 oo : £ such character assume to themselves the order and
. ns o : :
Wahington_-Vhen perso hy, confusion and commeotion
£, SOON May we expect anarchy,
regulation of a government,

pidicy 35 W

‘01_‘;5“:““[_[“ was opened by the grear big little citizen of Marker Street in ,:::::cle
\owi:g style, §Fellow citizens, its most eight lo'clock; an't it m((::s_\(( i::\c go_io ——
the meeting, shall our worthy and Republican say——hc;n. e e
chair” Aye, Aye, was the general response, thrﬂvlpor', ,_:,m‘ll stone boy, R.* as his
pops little Johnny (Knight of the Thimble) and at his tail Bf ;Pr ol }humps his
journeyman, Pshaw 1 mean his secretary. Whe.n Smmd" N edc;- “order Gent.—
cudgel upon the table and with an audible voice pmclalms;r 'nc‘ss without some
hem—Fellow Citizens, order, posi-ti-vely we cant recede (0 »u}s_; secretary Vizze
order; Brother R— read the minutes of the last ::,ssembll?;- hcc;\:-‘ g vc;'y good
seating himself upon the table near the Rush light (for reader

- s sed in this man-
*“Jacobin”; was an all-purpose synonym for “disrepurable” or subversive ‘:‘:‘:‘" d:t Jacobin faction
nerby a conservative commentator in the late 1790s. The original e h revolutionary excesses
of the French Revolution, which for conservatives became synf)nyrnf{mb““‘l“s[ow .
after the 1793-1794 “Reign of Terror” that figures in Achsa Fieldings “4 ) nn black emancipa-
" “The seduction of black innocence” in other words, well-known forfﬂ‘:‘“l):'u;"(m Eocimc&
:“’“‘ Nones, Benjamin Rush, and others present were also members of .;, “Lap stone boy” indi-
“Little Johnny . . . and ... the lap stone boy, R: John Baskes wis :dml g
‘:ltes that “R” s 5 shoemaker, since lap stones are emblems of th.al trade. 2% here the rerm alludes
“Rush lighe, cheap candle substitute, a reed or rush dipped in pop v:miwr 1800 by conserv
1 “The Rush-Ligh(‘" a series of pamphlet atracks written FsbtuﬁfY“‘SE?;:r treatments and progres”
William Cobbett, against Dr. Benjamin Rush’s yellow

ids
= o in this club that &vo¥
associations. Thus the term provides a dig at Rushis influence in d against Cobbert

¢ Journajge

V¢ politica]

A i‘m gg awar e &
"aming him directly, since in December 1797 Rush had won @ h’!; name bur avoids direct (€
:r Previous libels. The Gazette insults lower-status club m‘mbt:,» ;]lush‘s Jawsuit ended € £
can 2% an dlite figure capable of striking back against T cJass activist after rewmmi
:?r N the United Stares; surprisingly, he became famsé & :z](;ro;:fh distributed the meney

“Nglang, i ; ally paid in 1801,
i When the fibel damages were finally pay

f Organizations.
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persaade other Jewish refigees from the black revalurion in Maitl 1o free slaves they hud
browught to Philadelphia. One of Nones' three soms (who all became conule) had a con
sular appointment 1o Haitt. Within this group, Nones would have been familiar 1o
Brown's close abolisionist friends, 1 the African Ameriean ministers Richard Allen and
Absalom Jones, ar well as to the white co-organizers of the Underground Railroad,
Thomas Harrison (listed in Nones' reply as one of his repaid mdiwn{ and haac Hopper
In this lewter to the Gazetre, Nones defends himself against a personalised slur bur explic
itly situates his claims in larger terms as pare of the peviod's ongoing struggle for the civil
emancipation of Jews in the United States and other postrevolutionary republics

For veaders of Arihur Mervyn, it v also instrucuve to consider the atack that provoked
Nones' vesponse, since the anonymows Cazetie piece exemplifies the mnmlam‘ yle of
antiworker, antiblack, and anti-Semitic surs that was vepeatedly employed by Federalise
Journalists in the partivan infighting of the lae 17905, especially in attacks on the
Democratic-Republican societies that had been providing new mechanisms for egalitarian
minded social vrganization since they began to appear in 1793, That s, the Gazetre
piece is not primarily an atiack on any of the individuals it insults, but a race-baiting ac-
count of a meeting of the True Republican Society of Pennsylvania (earlier called the
Democratic Society of Pennsylvania) with a larger agenda that was clear to contemporary
readers.

The piece’s larger argument, built on its appeal to ethnic and class steveotypes, is againn
the kind of mixed-ethnicity potential that the club and its principles make posible, and
which are affirmed by Avthur Mervyn's Woldwinite program. The attack is not an iso-
Lated gesture, but continues the carlier partisan mobilization of anti-Semitic slurs by Fed-
enalist journalists such as William Cobbett and fohn Fenna (the previous editor of the
Guzetse) that was a repeated feature of the decades political newspaper wars,

The Gazeswe s cavicatures ave divected at the Societys social diversity and egalitarian
gouls, characterized as ridiculous openness 1o the “very vefuse and filth of society.” The
“Chtizen Sambo” character refers 1o Cyrus Bustil, a black Quaker and leader in the citys
Free Black community who played an important role in responses to the 1793 fever epi-
demic and later organized a black school in his own home (Bustil was the grear-

greav-grandfather of twenticth-century black activist and actor Paul Robeson). “Citizen
[=sl" s city politician Lirael Lyacl, another democratic activist who was the object of
Lederalist anti-Semitic slurs on the basis of his family background, although he was nov
himself Jewish. George Lesher, owner of the tavern mentioned by name in Chapiers 3, 14,
and 19 of Arthur Mervyn, was a member of the same political soctety being attacked here
and hosted meetings in suppors of lsrael Lirael at his tavern in 17981799, These meet-
ings at Lesher's Tavern were chaired by radical John Barker, the same chairperson moched

heve as “Citizen Br,” the tailor. “Citizen N the Jew” vefers of course to Benjamin
Nones,

R dd
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¥ l gl
M“’” o cuneity, A!Ir.y‘,—d ,h
. at the State House Diverted 4 “:‘:'7'"( A }uu.s,,‘ i
as self importance of theye Mhisersh L
W and singubar transaction, % 'h:‘ Wietchey, | Y Mt
od of the very refuse and filth
) let it be known, thar 4 |,

ever, excetpts from “f
e, AUBUS! 5, 1806

} ACkery; men, why, men
¢, who ha Pated ™
k innocenc ? have more dhag O beey oy Mﬂ,,&.

ary, and men who with ecril s etad 1
#,:ymud desk, the cmbtrm":‘; "':::u:': M":.::
o When persons of such characye P— honons A g [
4 GOVEINIMENL, SO0N My we expecy anarchy, W“M‘m “ﬂe ey 104
M

was opened by the great big

R ciizend, jts mon “ﬂ'l’t o'dmizl:’:':: t‘:“ Stoewt iy he 1,

shall our worthy and Republican wy hem, rm:: :

Aye, was the general response, whereupon frop, PR i
(Knight of the Thimble) and s his i e e, 272 ™

p Pahaw I mean his secretary. When seaed, harkey u..a,*"r e

i T

Citizens, order, posi-ti-vely we cant receds 15 bygins =

R read the minutes of the lage p Hm“ withou ;""
If upon the table near the Rush light (for Whhmm:

an all-purpose synonym for “disreputable” or “wivenive’ when wed in this mage
itive commentator in the late 1790s. The original referance st dhe Jacobin fucson
| Revolution, which for conservatives became synonymons wieh revolationaey exsemes
1794 “Reign of Terror™ that figures in Achsa Fieldings backssary
n of black innocence”: in other words, well-known for advocssing black emancips
Benjamin Rush, and others present were also members of sbolition scietes
«..and ., . the lap stone by, R”: John Barker was 2 il “Lap stone boy” b
L™ s @ shoemaker, since lap stones are emblems of dhat rade.
t & cheap candle substitute, a reed or rush dipped in far or was: here e tom sbds
sh-Light," a series of pamphlet attacks written February-Seprember 1800 by comerss
st William Cobbett, against Dr. Benjamin Rushs yellow fever veamens id "::
associations, Thus the term provides a dig at Ruehs influence in s dub u-w
directly, since in l)ewmbcrlﬂ?limhhadmth'!m’"dmmm
libels, The Gazerte insults lower-satus dub mbil:"‘k";’ endd Cabbet
figure capable of striking back against such atclo. Rushs vt ther e
ited States; surprisingly, he became famous a3 Mmm" Fopu
When the libel damages were finally pad in 1801

organizations.
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eyes) alter a groar deal of coughing ewisting and snuffing the candles, and a lide bir
of \prlhnn here and there Hmwu)( been no doubt accustomed o the din of
Hammers) bawled out in a most ridhicullus and blundering manner the aloresaid
minuces, |, ]

i} A great notse
Citizen |
Citieen B

Chairman whats the matrer?
#-L. Nothing only our friend Billy s a litle gone
#lin a halt whisper and shaking his he
damn'd gin will be the death of hiny;

ad) A poor soul, 1'm afraid thae
think Civizen ¥

but come let us recomnoitre the Business; |

n was F'(‘"\)" 10 move
Citizen Sambo. Al massa he be shove off already: he go away wid broder Bully— ol
here he come
[ 0] Cit Bosr. Cltizens before we sojourn, I will remark that 1 know Republicany
are always a pertty much barmesed for the thino,” bat must detrude upon your
Einerosity to night by exing you to launch out some of the ready for the citizen whe
provides for the room; | know Democrats hav'ne many English Guineas
them bug | hope they have some sipyenny bits 1o nigl
throw them into my har as they go along | sh
Here 1 observed not a few gave

.“"4)“,;\‘
1t deast, and if they will i
all be defientially obliged 10 them, *

an eleven penny bit and asked for a sipenny bit
change, which they received. As for myself, 1 returned to my house as soon as possi
ble, that I might enjoy my laugh, which be assured 1 did, and heartily oo,

AN OBSERVER
"Citizen N the Jew. 1 hopsh you will consider dat de monish ish very scarch, and

besides you know I'sh just come out by de Insholvent Law®
Several. Oh yes let N pass,

ARy

* “Rhino

slang for money.

Histonian Jacob Rader Marcus suggests that Federalist journalist Joseph Dennie was behind this

piece as author or editor, although there is no conclusive evidence for the atteibution. See Marcus’s
discussion in Unsted Statos Jewry 1.527-28

YL hopsh . de Insholvent Law”; the dialect speech given to Nones is based on and-Jewish siereo-

types in contemparary theates, for example in the characeer Ben Hassan in Susanna Rowson's Skaves

in Algiers (1794). See Nathans, "A Much-Maligned People: Jews on and off the Stage in the Eatly
American Republic
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16. Benjamin Nones v, the Gagetse

ones, “To the Printer of the Gazerte of the U.S? (The

i N a g
b Bcn;xA"gw 13, 1800) :
Awro™ TO THE EDITOR,

9

it ”UANi-. Sk which T deemed it but justice 1o my characier o present for
Icnd““‘ you d"(f‘ sette of the United States, in reply to some illiberalities which
ton 10 the Craz ot e in Common with many respectable citizens in that paper
“ ‘llw::'l Lresented it to Me. Wayne,' he promised me in the presence

o he gl inst. W/ “‘;m I‘w would publish it. 1 waited until this day, when finding it
of 8 hird pcrw!:‘v 1 called on him, when he infor med me that he would not publish
had not appeared, s s should require it. His business appears to be o as
it | lcndcrrd :‘:'l'.L ‘d’”):"' against justification, | need not say more:
1L

perse and of | am &c. B. NONES

e
ere throw? L

Philadelphia Aug 11, 1800.

To the Printer of the Gazette of the U.S

r the
S‘lki;upc if you take the liberty of inserting, calumnies -’Agur’mlnndm‘:]ud:’i::: *
& h ! ill at least have so much regard 1o justice, ¥

amusement of your readers, you will a 3 ed the slander, 10 appeal to the
mit the injured through the same k?lanllc! lh.l‘l u’mlvnl'nw" R e ok 0
public in self defence.—1 expect of y()ll.lhcﬂ‘_ "‘W . hh an citizens of Philadelphia,
reporter of the proceedings at d\cxmz'cung of the repu I\ el W Nt e
contained in your gazeure of the fifth instant: so far nsh Ak he political parties have
ment. —I am no enemy Mr. Wayne to wit; nor do | tl mg)‘l = Sanh others expence,
much right 1o complain, if they enable the V‘“bh.t 5. and some atrention as
provided it be managed with the same }‘fﬂ'"c of "‘S‘"'“"“hm meeting is as dest-
truth and candour. But your reporter of the procecdings dtl . o (e
tute of truth and candour, as he is of ingenuity, and | think, u“my gqu"B with his
of prudence of this Mr. Marplot in his slander upon "‘c’i nls‘etl ant of humanity.
want of wit, his want of veracity, his want of decency, a:l inl:crlng, e

lam accused of being a few; of being a Rapecbilaers oo hich even its opponents:

Lam a Jew, | glory in belonging to that pesauasion, ¥ in—of that persuasion
whether christian, or Mahomedan, allow w0 be of divine “:fru](imd“‘ly rest—which
on whuh(lhrislinnily itself was originally founded, and m‘:‘ housand year -whose
has preserved its faith secure and undefiled, for near dhree ¢

editor and publisher of the Aurer
Caleb Wayne, publisher-printer of the Gasetse.

9 o
William Dy,
0
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Relased Toxes

Poverties and privations—amidst pains. 1

» penalties, confiscations

rtures, and deaths, beyond the exampl f i .

Page of history has hitherto recorded. e

hTo bc T( such a persuasion, is to me no disgrace; though I well understand the in-

uman anguage, of bigotted contempt, in which your reporter by attempting 1o
make me ndiculous, as a Jew, has

. made himself detestable, whatever reliei 5
ston may be dishanored by his adhe S %l s

rence.
But I am a Jew. I am so—and so were Abraham, and Isaac, and Moses and the
pmphets: and 50 too were Christ and his apostles. I feel no disgrace in ranking with
such society, however, it may be subject to the illiberal buffoonery of such men as
your correspondents.

lam a Republican! Thank God, I have not been so heedless, and so ignorant of whar
has passed, and is now passing in the political world. I have not been so proud or so
prejudiced as to renounce the cause for which 1 have fought,
out the whole of the revolutionary war, in the militia of Ch

legion,'' I fought in almost every action which took place in Carolina, and in the dis-
astrous affair of Savannah,'? shared the hard hips of that sang y day, and for
three and ewenty years [ felt no disposition to change my political, any more than my
religious principles.—And which in spite of the witling scribblers of aristocracy, |
shall hold sacred until death as not to feel the ardour of republicanism. —Your cor-
respondent, Mr. Wayne cannot have known what it is to serve his country from prin-
ciple in time of danger and difficulties, at the expence of his health and his peace, of
his pocket and his person, as I have done; or he would not be as he is, a pert reviler
of those who have so done—as I do not suspect you Mr. Wayne, of being the author
of the arrack on me, I shall not enquire what share you or your relations had in es-
tablishing the liberties of your country. On religious grounds T am a republican,
Kingly government was first conceded to the foolish complaints, of the Jewish
people, as a punishment and a curse; and so it was to them until their dispersion, ar?d
so it has been to every nation, who have been as foolishly tempted to submit to it.

Great Britain has a king, and her enemies need not wish her the sword, the pesti-
lence, and the famine.

banishmens, to

as an American through-
arleston, and in Polaskey’s

In the history of the Jews, are contained the earliest warnings against kingly govern-
ment, as any one may know who has read the fable of Abimelick," or the exhorta-

" “Polaskey’s legion™: woops commanded by Casimir Pulaski (1746-1779), a Polish officer who
fought and died in the American Revolution.

2 “Disastrous affair of Savannah”™; the Battle of Savannah (1778), won by the British.

'3 “Abimelick”: the Biblical character Abimilech (fudges 9:1), a bastard son whose name (signim
“my facher, the king”) was a direct claim to hereditary power that he wielded tyrannically. To seize
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16. Benjamin Nones vs, the Gagetse

A 1 do not recommend them to your reporter. Mr. Wayne. Jo
- of gamuel- ?l::u(h and soberness would be uninzelfigible. 5 #
0 age O for that reason am [ a republican. Among
h""dxh " ;nieif for no other reason, for that

“ml,‘ .hood of church establishments, we are compassionately ranked with
& riest

1 hunted from soci-
_ In the manarchies of Europe we are
ot Hcr:(l)crschy of common civility. thrust out as it were from the
ok \‘m~ of mockery and insult to froward children, the butts of
e oo ch as your correspondent Mr. Wayne is not
d low buffoonery, suc y . ‘ rbwiers
n i mmplg of. Among the nations of EumPc we are in dbu‘ mdk
shamed © Sc‘bus Citizens no where unless in Republics. Here, in Fra.nc:.i an mh
- l[“ alone, we are treated as men and as brethren. In republics '::d ave
jeapublic® <2 1 wongs. And why? because we and our
e i rience wrongs. 3 ‘
p rag—— L‘:" :‘“ tro crxi‘:\:iplcs o our interest or earned an exemption
s b ot e i £ our religious duties, no wonder we are
oy g d poverty, by the dereliction o ({u gi g
o P‘“} :i:ris‘i)on to those, who have no principles, moral, or religious, to gu
abjects ! "
- ican? in Ameri rricularly. Unfeeling & un-
How then can a Jew but be a Republican? in cr.xcasp:nd T s A8
d he be, if he were callous to the gloriou e
e jon in thi d among the proud an
- is si his land of freedom, an g
difference between his situation in this lani
e primes i ily also is large, but soberly and decently brought up.
But 1 am poor, I am so, my famlly. so s large, ot vt
They have not been taught to revile a christian, . it
theiss. They have not been taught o mock even at the errors of golo: i
1 1 S 3
conscientious belief. I hope they will alwadvs leave this to men as unil
Thope I am to your scurrilous correspondent. ; ; e e
Tknow that to purse proud aristocracy poverfy is & r'nmr b::r:: r‘x.’::“s :go il
companied with honesty even in a Jew. [ was 2 Bank:upf s e aiiid
my certificate, and 1 was discharged from my d'cbts. Ha“:ffe e
terwards, I called my creditors together, and cight years frerw ofmaresl
charged all my old debs, 1 offered interest whx\d‘x was lttuscdf wrlodin e
they gave me under their hands without any solicitations u' y m,; i T
the fact (to use their own language) as a tribute due to my & e P C G
imonial was signed by Messts. J. Ball, W. Wister, (Jco&gc A. ¢Ku£u,‘: e SilleS.
Paleske, J. Bispham, J. Cohen, Robert Smith, J. H. Leu :; : mkw, i
Pleasants, M. Woodhouse, Thomas Harrison, M. Boract, E- Y
by i £ my debts
jount o
1 was discharged by the insolvent act, true, becaust hn:g ::‘ a;nm‘Ce S S
O¥ing to me from the French Republic, the differences berw

s e

frer only
o 3 rebellious woman et
e throne he killed his seventy half-brothers but was himself killed by @
years in power. ast the woe-
. L - el agas
; S2mucl” i 1 Samuel 12 the propher Samuel in bis w**f;ﬁ‘:i,i;“‘“
iy of Kings and warns that rulers must be held accountble for
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Related Toxes

This is a long defence Mr., Wayne, but you have called it forth, and
you at least will not object to it. The Public will now
of ridicule and contempt, your facetious reporter, or

Your Humble Servant,

therefore, [ hope
judge who is the proper object

BENJAMIN NONES,

17. Lydia Maria Child, excer

ts from Lsaac T. Hopper: A
True Life (Boston: J. P. Jewe X -

tt & Co., 1853).

Despite his relative obscurity today, Isaac Tatem Hopper (1771-1852) was one of the
great progressive activists of the early Republic and antebellum era. Hopper was one of the
central creators of the early Underground Railroad network that worked to free slaves in
17905 Pennsylvania, particularly afier the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793 and may have pro-
vided a model for certain aspects of Brown’s character Arthur Mervyn. Many of Hoppers
effores involved attempts to secure freedom for Haitian slaves who were brought 1o
Philadelphia by masters fleeing revolution. Despite public anxieties that these “French ne-
groes” might spread the seeds of violent black revols, Hopper and other abolition activists
actively sought to aid the foreign slaves and draw sympathy to their plight, as in the ex-
amples of “Romaine” and “Poor Amy” reprinted here.

Raised as a Presbyterian near Woodbury, New Jersey, Hopper moved to Philadelphia at
age sixteen (1787), almost i diately became involved in abolitioni ks, ap-
prenticed as a tailor, and converted to Quakerism at abour age twenty-two (1793~
1794). By the mid-1790s he was an active member of the Pennsylvania Abolition Society
(PAS) and. taught at the school for free blacks founded by Anthony Benezet. Inside the
PAS, Hopper was known for his ironclad knowledge of laws concerning runaway slaves,
especially 17905 laws about emancipation for slaves legally residing in Pennsylvania for a
period of six months. Afier being trained in the late 17805 and early 1790s by Thomas
Harrison, another Quaker tailor and abolitionist, in techniques for creating an illegal
network to transport runaway slaves to fr s Hopper was responsible for exp its
activity and creating a matrix of safe houses in and around Philadelphia.

Working closely with free black community leaders like Richard Allen and Absalom
Jones, Hopper was an important link between the PAS's more elite membership and
Philadelphia’s blacks. His tailor shop became an unofficial office at which blacks [au.ld
seek aid, and he was well known for his emergency interventions in sometimes-violent sit-
uations involving the attempted recapture of escaped slaves. From 1829 to his death in
1852, Hopper lived in New York City and ran a bookstore for the more progressive
“Hicksite” wing of the Quakers but continued to play an important role in mentoring
black abolitionists such as David Ruggles and Frederick Douglass. In New York he was
also active in prison reform and, with his daughter, founded prisoner advocacy groups.

g
c4

420

4—‘

17. Lydia Maria Child, excerpts from Jsaac T Hopper: A True Life

le is known about the early Underground Railroad and its rrlatiom
» ltt:)( erl/el/um network about which a great deal is known). This ab-

o PAS (i un.lxlz! the "; s partly results from cultural differences between {h: denomina-
storical reco" ; that dominated the earlier and later phases of Underground
s nal g’ozz’;r hase is tied to the work of New England mainline Protes-

ad activity Th( Lo dp(;armon, who brilliantly recognized the potential impact of
ants, such as W/’”‘azﬂan}‘lyﬁ and who never missed opportunities to publicize their aol
mass] ri"“d'dav'(l‘; e carlier abolitionists, by contrast, mainly followed Q““I”Z cultura
svities 11 P'."‘" ¢ d selfpr ion. They consequently tmdfd to organize their proj-
tyles that a'u;;“i;zg;‘ / 0,,(;[’ like the Underground Railroad—in discrete, unostentatious,

e[t;’".””_"“ g
nonp’ ublicized ways: hen the main channels of the Underground Railroad shified west-
Only in the 1 840s, w A the carly mechanisms of its operation had been surpassed,
ward from Bibiac Ao on Lydia Maria Child to publish accounts of his earlier ac-
Siiepper e u}"': . hy ;Zoli!ionist National Anti-Slavery Standard as a bi-
rivity, which then a,l’,lﬁzlre n (t) e ssion.” After Hopper's death in 1852, Child mllecrfail
weekly column sitled “Tales of e -blican'an in her Isaac T. Hopper: A True Life
and slightly evised his recollections for o himself, since she knew him well
Child heard many of these stories from Hopper brmselh Wun B8 Ly
”855)'. lodged with his family. She explains that she edited Hoppers origt i
:M’ b’:@:.:’ “had a more dramatic way of telling a story than he had ?f_w:ur:lfnv.bmumw
P:c::" of Child's and Hopp B ;hﬂf Shehwub,:r{:::f ‘the original. The
. A 3 ing the subs 3
b rr{ade ’llgh.t stylzstu.: iy w”‘"’:;};’: ::: rfle in editing Harriet Jacob’ Inci
comparison is useful in that it also suggests that e ight handed. Hopper, of course,
dents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) was :tmthf.ly ligl Ia;" ¢ about the best routes
appears in Jacobs tale as the “Lawyer Hopper” who gives b;' [:‘rwm pent in adminis
10 travel to freedom, a fitting tale to summarize a figure whose
tering the Underground Railroad. ) the 17905, Hopper
Wifhin the :mgl circles of abolitionist Quaker Phdaddzh;;,, ‘nﬂ y:m the same age
would have been intimately familiar to Brown. Brown I:;H }:f,zt 88-90 South Sec-
and lived only a few doors apart, Brown at 117-119 an ”‘:f and Harrison had been
ond. Hopper's mentor Thomas Harrison lived uroun# t/!t'm”' ',,, Brown's father, except
on the same 1777 list of Quakers to be incarcerated in V:g’ ’I‘r‘:ﬂ survived in hiding dur-
that Harrison was tipped off, managed to evade arrest, and ! e Hopper: he was not only
ing the rest of the Revolution. It would have been hard to ’gmk who met him but he also
awell-known and dramatic figure who stood out to most P t:Z.bnmmed bats of Penn-erd
insisted on wearing the distinctive buttonless coats “"’dl i The well-known writer Mar-
Quakers, long after this clothing style had become ob:g ete. + 10 2 Boston abolitionist event
&aret Fuller later recounted with pleasure how Hopper's vist
made it paricylarl ble. Mervyn seems 10
ly memorable. ; . d Arthur Mervy :
Towns fictions often refer elliptically to his as ‘I"“’::n:;:zsp,m[/, in the dramasizs
draw on Hopper’s well-known personal style in legi u[" Second Part. Readers of Hop-
101 of Mervyn selfless efforts to help others in the novel’ * and Meruyn’ idiosyncratie
PErs anecdotes i recognize parallels between Hopper )

I
Mrs. Althorpe

ion with the matron i
™anner in scenes such as Meruvyn’s confrontation with ¢
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hapars 112, i s gy Pt i i Hopper

J Tuaptes 1 10 Cune % Py
“m_‘":tm.bwmwnm 120w "Tihe & h:
s, m*ﬁhmﬂw rurnrd
Mﬂl'(‘mm7 Phew s o wod Wiheok on

A Fronchinan by the name of Anibony
New-Jersey, and brosught with him
remaining i New-Jersey soversl yeurs, he conchuded i 1802, | —
Mtﬁ“h&n*'ﬂhﬁ. i -
g - dheushd erakee a6 arsemgn v eecape
Mp&uﬁqmnm:w-h " -

ot and vhovgh swught for immediavsly afer. dhe
ondered t ger intn the carrage The Fronchuman was an ame side of him snd the o
qﬁbah“'hiﬂnﬂh‘hmdbﬂ They sold hioe be
mast. “And alone?™ said he '\u.mm'wummm-d‘m
”OMMMMMMWMmHhMﬂ-

prusing knife from his pocket. and deew i divee fimen scoow his theou with sadh
muumnmmmuuuuuam

uumuomum;m-p—muuwu
d-nlmnm-u-mu-“nhnhﬁ
woapyed sspevend they might have neta b o hand derighe o ey
sage wiss wens 00 feanc T Hopper @ the man mwos ooty 0 right all the weangs of te
opprosed. He abeyed the summons imovediaroly: bot whon be arvived, e found the
tady of pocr Resmasne weliering i bood on she

Spreaksng of thes somne forty yoars favor. be sasd. "My whele sord ws filled v, b
o, ot 1 smed veewing the corpee. Roflecving on thar swiul speciache. | eclsmed
wichen mvucdl. How long, € Lord. how lnng shall th abomiebie sy of shasors
b permstind w0 curee the land! My sd was @rrodued somo sospathy with the s
feons | thought of dhe agony he must have ondured bekore he could have sesabved
upon that deperswe dovd. He kaew what he had 1o expose. Trow whas b biad exgron-
omced i the W Lonbors before. and bt wio detevmined not @ wban v the same

(e

17 Lydia Musw Child excovps o husse 7 Sluppur 4 Tonw L

gegradation ﬂﬁh“h"““Mdu
"“ o dhue unk coguivs of evermeny m un ond P
w maned, snd st & beved consaltstron, the comenr beughe &
:uewuu—dhuuqu...‘.,
haamaelf devored.” :
bis wie were very good looking. They gove mdicutions of ovmmder.
sl Bad thie charscrer of having bern very fushbul sorvann. His v
. pu-pd“dm-—‘h”m“
““ﬁnwhh&ﬁ&ﬁnum :
““upﬂlawhh-ﬁmd'ﬁ-—m&
*lahhu&wwh*mﬁmdm“
7,,_..»- chae his proceedings were not Fafly sanctioned by bew Accoedingi.
ot and rwo other members of the Abokidon § '.-:h-ou
rot o much weth the view o pussdung
' “‘",_...“."":."'...'f",....."""‘__-.»» o the wite amdd bk L tbe oune
: aesigarion, dhe friends of the Frenchiman were samewhar vielens i bl de-
- —-uﬁn.wduii.mﬁhdlhﬂw“nhm
“‘»h-'lhw%-u-umhhum ot of 5 back
0 svoid him. Moweves, Friend Hopper mer him o few sinaves shter in the
‘:Lﬁuh&mwhhnﬁmﬂhh
with which hquhm‘. -'wi-n‘hh-

: i do want? | will do anyihing you do want .
m&hﬂbnﬂhwﬁu—h‘muﬁ“

which were duly recorded.

ey

POOR AMY.

Am*“.uﬂ‘wm%‘m
D06, e s 3 woman, who hd ived with b swene e, hd in hes e
muderso girl of mine years old. called Amvy Diwadfid sories ware in oot
'ﬁu-—a-—-—-uwu-—v—-—"“‘h“
m-&amw:m)m.u;::“h
#hoet w0 wend her it the counery: and feasing she mught be o
el g M. Bl 10 inyuire whicher she was goiog, A soon # & "8
hhﬁhnww‘hhti el &

‘;:—--hwm-h’-;:" dly s
sawwer. “Tell M. Hopper s sind bis own busines. e
lhiu—so':-nn“ubﬂ-‘:;-‘m

naeman, and peoceeded w the house, sccompeied by b inend
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and a consrable, Ag soon
ing himself with a gun,
blind, however,

as they entered the door, M. Bouill
threatened to shoot whoever
1 he could only point the gun at rand
voices, or of any noise which might reach his ear. The officer refused to attempt his
arrest under such peril; saying, he was under no obligation to risk his life, Frivm‘i
Hopper expostulated with the Frenchman, explained the nature of their errand and
urged him to come down and have the matter inquired into in :
he would not listen, and persisted in swearing he would shoot
him. At last, Friend Hopper took off h
and quickly, and just as the Frenchman became
seized the gun and held it over his shoulder. It disc
he plastering of the stairway, making it fly in
“Mr. Hoppers killed! M. Hopper's killed!”
The gun being thus rendered harmless, the Frenchman was soon arrested, and
all proceeded to the magistrate’s office, accompanied by

There was abundant evidence that the chil
and tortured in various ways. Indeed,
looking object, that her appearance was
she had received. Wi

4 ran up-stairs, and arm.
advanced toward him. Being
om in the direction of thejy

an amicable way. Bug
the first person who
is shoes, stepped up-
aware of his near ap-
harged instandy, and
all directions. There arose a

stairs very softly
proach, he
shattered d
loud cry,

they
several of the neighbors,
d had been half starved, unmercifully beaten,
she was such a poor, emaciated, miserable
of itself enough to prove the cruel treatment
hen the case had been fully investigated, the magistrate ordered
her to be consigned to the care of Isaac T, Hopper, who hastened home with her,
being anxious lest his wife should accidentally hear the rumor that he had been shor.

He afterwards ascertained that Amy was daughter of the white woman who had
aided in thus shamefully abusing her. He kept her in his family till she became well
and strong and then bound her to one of his friends in the country to serve till
she was cighteen. She grew up a very pretty girl, and deported herself to the entire
satisfaction of the family. When her period of service had expired, she returned to
Philadelphia, where her conduct continued very exemplary. She frequently called to

see Friend Hopper, and often expressed gratitude to him for having rescued her from
such a miserable condition.

KAk

THE MAGDALEN.

Upon one occasion, Friend Hopper entered a complaint against anlold woman,
who had presided over an infamous house for many years. She was tried, and sen-
tenced to several months imprisonment. He went to see her several times, and talked
very seriously with her concerning the errors of her life. Finding that his axp?srula‘
tions made some impression, he asked if she felt willing to amend her ways. “Oh, I
should be thankful to do it!” she exclaimed. “But who would trust me? What can 1
do to carn an honest living? Everybody curses me, or makes game of me. How can
be a better woman, if I try ever so hard?” } :

“I will give thee a chance to amend thy life,” he replied; “and if thou dost not, it
shall be thy own fault.”
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He wen!

Wmsh asl

Fok Kok K

THE UNCOMPLIMENTARY INVITATION.
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She promised that she would; and he afterward saw her
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Henri-Frangois Riesener. Portrait de
Maurice Quay (1797-99). Musée du
Loyvre. Reproduced by permission of
Erich Lessing/Art Resources, NY.

Frangois-Xavier Fabre, Portrui of a
Milarto (1809-10). Courtesy of
Arenski Fine Art, Led., London.

The ow i ify i X
- € TWO portraits reproduced here exemplify the revolutionary eras new visual modes

or representing individuals and status-group (class, gender, ethnicity) distinctions; these
prO\'}de visual analogues for Brown’s literary portrait of Arthur Melrvyn. Trained ‘in the
studio of Jacques-Louis David, the stylistic and institutional center of politically-
engaged visual art in revolutionary France, Riesener and Fabre are self-consciously mod-
ern and Davidian in their use of single-person portraiture to represent prcviousiy mar-

ginalized social types with the new dignity of the citizen. Foregoing the use of external !

accessories, such as furnishings or other objects to convey social distinctions, this spare

style of portraiture conveys character by asking the viewer to focus on the sitrer’s phys- |

iognomy, clothing, and hairstyle.

Maurice Quay was a bohemian artist and leader of the “Barbu” (bearded, primitive) |

school, a subgroup in David’s studio. His facial hair and clothing implicitly defend a

new democratization by alluding to laboring-class clothing and grooming, rejecting the |
finery of the old regime. Fabre’s anonymoussitter is probably a “free man of color” (pos- |

sibly a wealthy planter from the West Indies), whose & 4 mode clothing suggests his

crossing of ethno-racial and class barriers within the context of the post-revolutionary |
order. He wears his hair in the fashionable “Titus” cur, named after the Roman Emperor |

Titus and first popularized in Paris and London after 1791 by the actor Talma. This
hairstyle was associated with the mood of emancipatory cultural transformation
throughout the theater of Atlantic revolutions as it frees the hair from the fussy, quasi-

aristocratic style of powdered wigs. By lerting the hair flow au naturel, the Tirus curs |

conscious unruliness was egalitarian; both Europeans and Africans, and women and

men could equally sport this hairstyle in the 1790s and 1800s, when it retained is asso- |

ciation with the Roman and revolutionary iconography of the David school.
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